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How to evaluate and utilize culture in community development is also considered as a matter of
linguistic strategies. This article provides a preliminary consideration of the terminology used as a
catchphrase or slogan for community development. More specifically, this study focuses on folktales.
The word “folktale (Minwa)” is often mistaken as a technical term of folklore studies. In reality,
folklorists always use the term in a reserved way, which gives it a wide range of meanings. In the
1950s, Japanese folklorists rarely used “folktale” as an academic term. This was partially because after
‘World War II, historians studied folktales using the term to represent creativity or a struggle of people,
which was contrary to the trend of independence of folklore studies. Due to the reserved attitude
of folklorists, however, the term could have many connotations, leaving the possibility to be linked
with local communities. In particular, in Tono, Iwate Prefecture, a city also known as the Home of
Folktales, folktales played a role in relation to “the Legends of Tono (Tono Monogatari)” years before
the establishment of oral literature as a genre. This is the very reason why the city has become the

Home of Folktales.

Key words: Keigo Seki, oral literature, historical studies in the post-World War II period, “the Legends

of Tono (Tono Monogatari)”, tourist resource
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