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On Tan ¥%; and Dan F%, Units of Measure Used for Textiles in Ancient Japan
OsuMI Akiko

Textiles in ancient Japanese society were used not only as material for clothing and other crafts,
but also as goods with monetary value. For this reason, products differing in production area and
quality were managed in units of measure such as tan ¥ and dan B that were standardized. Textiles
known in ancient Japan as chofu #4ii (cloth as tax-in-kind) and yofu 4 (cloth paid as tax to avoid
forced labor) consisted of linen. One tan of chofie was prescribed to be four jo I and two shaku ]
(ca. 12.5 m) in length and two shaku and four sun <} (ca. 0.72 m) in width, while one dan of yofu was
prescribed to be two jo and eight shaku (ca. 8.3 m) in length and two shaku and four sun in width.
In other words, tan and dan were originally two units of measure employed for different goods and
followed different standards. However, starting from the tenth century, the distinction between tan
and dan becomes blurry, and from the eleventh century, it disappears altogether, so that tan and dan
are used interchangeably.

In this paper, we trace this process within Japanese society from the eighth to the eleventh century,
through the study of documents from Shosoin, the Engishiki, and various tenth and eleventh century
historical sources. In particular, the Engishiki is rich in information concerning textile products, and
we surmise it is possible that the text conveys details on textiles from the period of its implementation.
In addition, we point out that such context constituted a moment of transition from the ancient to the

medieval period.
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