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Techniques and Original Pictures of Lacquer Plaques with Landscape

HIDAKA Kaori

Among the export lacquere copies of Western prints made between the late 18th century and the
early 19th century, this paper focuses on the plaques showing famous cityscapes or buildings, thus
investigating their techniques and original pictures to elucidate part of the issues peculiar to exported
lacquerware. In the past, I have conducted studies to identify engravings that became the original pictures
for laquer plaquettes of portraits and compare the prints with the laquer plaquettes to clarify their
production conditions. I have thus employed the same approach to study the distinctive characteristics of
lacquer plaques of landscape scenes, with the aim of extracting issues that a series of lacquerware have
in common.

Among the lacquer plaques with landscape, I have introduced the series of lacquer plaque with views
of Rome on the collection of prints made by Jean Barbault, a French artist. Further, I have deduced that
many examples were possibly requested together. Considering the case of engravings associated with
Makhaev, a Russian artist, I have discussed how the prints were used as original pictures in the making

of the lacquer art.

Key Words: export lacquer, plaques, copper engraving, views of Rome
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