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Prehistory of How Ancient Official Documents Came into Existence:
Kanji, Calendars, Seals, and Document Styles

NITO Atsushi

In this paper, a study is made of the various factors by which ancient documents came into
existence. Specifically, this includes the proficient use of kanji (Chinese characters), introduction
and spread of the calendar, introduction of seal systems, and uniformity of document formats. It was
confirmed that all of these factors were fully developed by the second half of the 7th century and
thereafter.

As a conclusion to the study of the document formats that remain from before the Taiho Code,
such as Oomikoto no fu (K&FF) , Sen (E) , Nanigashi no mae ni mosu (F-HiH) Mosu (H) |
Ji (&) , Cho (B) ,and Ge (fff) , it was again confirmed that there is no major significance to the
differences in the document format stipulated in the Kushiki-ryo (Z334) , based simply on the key
difference of whether the document format is a report to a superior or to a subordinate. Furthermore,
it was confirmed that the ancient Chinese document format rather than that of the Tang Dynasty
had been handed down from before the Taiho Code through the Korean Peninsula, as the content
shows the influence of correspondence styles and the assumption of oral transmission. There are
many cases wherein the mokkan (wooden writing tools) excavated from the early-Nara period and
the Shosoin (IE& i) (treasure house) documents deviated from this Kushiki-ryo document format.
It has been indicated that documents from the 7th century were most certainly used to complement
oral transmission. Taking the Kinen mokkan (i4EAKfH) (annual wooden writing tools) as a standard,
there was a major transition in the proficiency of document administration, as objects describing the

years from the fourth year of Tenmu onward are continually being excavated.

Key words: Calendars, seals, written forms, oral communication, letters
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