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A Comparative Study of Priest Enchin’s 1% Iki fi it and Tang Gaoshen & &

MARUYAMA Yumiko

The official documents of ancient Japanese Ritsuryo 4y state were established by inheriting the
Tang China document systems.

In this paper, I focus on “Iki {iit” regarding the establishment and development of official
document systems in ancient Japan. The format of Japanese Iki was established by imitating the
format of Tang “Gaoshen 15 %”. Japanese Iki and Tang Gaoshen are identification card, and are
material that can follow the international comparison of old documents and follow the changes over
time. I consider the monk’s Iki, which has been neglected in conventional position research.

Enchin’s Iki held at Onjo-ji Temple (Miidera =35 ) are the oldest Iki in Japan. I also pointed out
that the “Chumu-Iki ™% {75t ” was specially prepared by Enchin who would study abroad in Tang,
and that it was formatted according to Tang Gaoshen.

The Imperial Record of Posthumous Promotion and Conferring of Epithet on Priest Enchin,
which was written by Ono no Tofu /}N%5 78 Ji , owned by the Tokyo National Museum is also a kind
of Iki. In recent years, the format has been questioned, but the “shape”, such as the way of stamping
and the writing of government offices, is consistent with the Tang Gaoshen, and is undoubtedly
paleontological. Looking at only Japanese ancient documents would lead to unexpected errors. This is
why a comparative study with ancient documents in East Asia, especially China, is needed, especially a

comparative study of original documents.

Key words: Kushiki-ryo 2534, Engi-shiki £33\, Enchin’s Iki, The Imperial Record of Posthumous

Promotion and Conferring of Epithet on Priest Enchin, Tang Gaoshen
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