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Maritime Interaction and Routes between the Korean Peninsula and the
Chinese Mainland in the Mongolian Era

MORIHIRA Masahiko

This study examines maritime interaction between the Korean Peninsula under the reign of the
Goryeo Dynasty and the Chinese Mainland under the rule of the Yuan Empire from the mid-13th to
the mid-14th century with focus on the maritime routes they used. While strengthening political
integration with the Goryeo Dynasty, the Yuan Empire was carrying out a variety of political and
military activities off the Korean Peninsula, including expeditions against the Japanese. The central
authorities of both the Dynasty and Empire transported food and other goods between the Korean
Peninsula and the Liaodong Region or North and South China. In addition, trade brought goods
between the Korean Peninsula and North China, where the Empire’s new capital of Daidu had been
just established, as well as and South China, which had been the major trade destination of the
Goryeo Dynasty since the preceding period.

At that time, ships from the korean peninsula to the Liaodong Region sailed around the
Liaodong Peninsula. Ships to North China seem to have sailed along the south coast of the Liaodong
Peninsula to the Shandong Peninsula and traveled along the coast of the Bohai Gulf towards Zhigu,
the outer port of Daidu, most of the time. Meanwhile, ships from the Korean Peninsula to South
China seem to have either sailed south along the south coast of the Liaodong Peninsula to the
Shandong Peninsula and continued to travel south along the coast of North China or sailed south

along the west coast of the Korean Peninsula and then crossed the East China Sea.

Key words: Goryeo Dynasty, Yuan Empire, maritime routes, maritime trade
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