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Fishing in the Waters off the Korean Peninsula Prior to the 1883
Trade Regulations : A Focus on the History and Significance
of Going to Fish in Tsushima
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Fishing in the Waters off the Korean Peninsula Prior to the 1883
Trade Regulations : A Focus on the History and Significance
of Going to Fish in Tsushima

MATSUDA Mutsuhiko

The objective of the study was to explain the fishing situation of Japanese fishermen in the
waters off the Korean Peninsula before the official approval of the Regulations regarding Trade by
Japanese People in Korea in 1883 and Japan—Korea Bilateral Commercial Fishing Regulations in 1889,
particularly focusing on the fact that there was a close relationship between fishing around the Korean
Peninsula and Tsushima Island. Also, we discussed the experience of Japanese fishermen who fished
near the Korean Peninsula.

In the first section, we analyzed how fishermen who went fishing in the waters around the Korean
Peninsula before 1883 came to travel to the area by region. We found that fishermen from all areas
first went fishing around Tsushima Island before going fishing around the Korean Peninsula. In
the second section, we confirmed that fishermen from other areas came to Tsushima to fish in the
early modern Japanese era. We also pointed out that poaching was also ongoing around the Korean
Peninsula. In the third section, we investigated the general fishing practices of that era and found
that fishermen combined several fishing methods that enabled them to catch fish all year round, and
fishing off the coast of the Korean Peninsula was one of these methods. This knowledge provides new
insights into the generally held opinion that poorly equipped Japanese fishermen went out close to the

Korean Peninsula to make a living.

Key words: Korea Strait fishing, Japan—-Korea Trade Regulations, Japan—Korea Bilateral Commercial

Fishing Regulations, Tsushima, year-round operation
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