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A Comparison between the Japanese and Korean Discourse on Ryiigii:
An Analysis of the Korean Folk Stories

KOIKE Jun’ichi

Ryiigii is a utopia that is said to have existed in the sea, and this notion has been handed down
through various related tales, legends, and folk customs. This paper is thus a preliminary inquiry of
comparative folk studies on Ryiigii as a model underwater world.

Hence, Son Jin-tae’s Korean Folk Stories, published in Japan in 1930, is used for the study analysis.
This book is an important collection of works from the early period of Japanese—-Korean folk studies.
The tales listed therein are mainly contemporary legends that the editor had heard directly. Moreover,
potential and significant comparative research is conducted beginning with the representation of huge
aquatic creatures that protected the country; the role and position of aquatic creatures in Ryiigi tales
represented by Japan’s “Urashima Tar6”; and the association between Ryiigi in the sea, the mountain
gods, and belief in the mountain gods.

From these analytical perspectives, the following viewpoints can be extracted: common factors
underlying the Japanese and Korean folk cultures, their connection with religious beliefs, and the
influence of geographical and occupational conditions on the transmission of beliefs and folk tales. In

the future, promoting further comparative research by focusing to these perspectives will be essential.

Key words: catfish, carp, Urashima Taro, dragon god, mountain god
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