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A Study of Pottery Chronology in the Late Shellmound Period with Absolute
Dates from Radiocarbon Dates of Shells Found in Shell Deposit : A Study
on the Late Shellmound Period Pottery VI

MIiYAGI Hiroki

This paper tries to enrich pottery chronology in Okinawa with absolute dates from recent
radiocarbon dates of Strombus and Conus shells found in shell deposits together with sherds of four
pottery types, namely Nakabaru, Aharen-ura Lower Layer, Hamayabaru, and Ufudobaru type. From
each shell deposit between one and three shells were dated with the radiocarbon method. In the
context of the relation between shell and pottery sherd in the respective deposits, the following dates
are given to the pottery types: Nakabaru type was produced and used between the 8th and 5th
centuries BC, the Aharen-ura Lower Layer type between the 5th and 2nd centuries BC, the
Hamayabaru type between the second half of the 2nd century BC and the 2nd century AD, and the
Ufudobaru type between the 2nd and the 6-7th centuries AD.

key words: Okinawan Shellmound Period, Shell deposits, Radiocarbon dating, Okinawa Islands,
Nakabaru type Pottery, Aharen-ura Low Layer type, Pottery Hamayabaru type Pottery, Ufudobaru
type Pottery
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