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QOil Painting Techniques and Materials in Early Modern Japan

TAKEDA Eri

The transition of the oil painting technique before modern times, which has rarely been discussed, was
studied using bibliographical studies and related paintings. Oil paintings on the Urushi (Japanese lacquer)
artifacts were made in the 7th and 8th centuries. However, this has not become an established practice in Japan.

Subsequently, when Westerners arrived in around 1600 AD, early Western paintings were executed as
Christian paintings. An educational system in Seminario, a place where Italian instructors taught Japanese
students, promoted the creation of early Western paintings using half-mixed (i.e., with egg) drying oils as a
medium. The students’ paintings, in turn, influenced Japanese craftwork and painting techniques.

The Kano school’s seal and the Jesuit mark are observed in the portrait of St. Xavier, the first Jesuit to have
set foot in Japan. It was also observed that it partially used mixed oil medium. Animal glue was the medium
used in Early European screen paintings by Kano Naizen. In addition, modeling paint using shell lime (Gofun)
and red underpaint beneath the gold leaves were newly introduced techniques. Unfortunately, such techniques
did not spread wide enough due to the ban on Catholicism and restrictions on trade with foreign countries
(Sakoku). The painting, which was recently found under a wooden panel of the Yomeimon gate in the Nikko-
Toshogu shrine, had an Urushi-coated panel overcoated with a drying oil. Western painting techniques, between
1600 AD and the late 19™ century, are presumed to be rare in Japan. However, these findings in the Urushi
lacquerware and architectural paintings suggest an association between the Urushi lacquer technique and the
oil painting technique. The Japanese painters in the late Edo period tried to reproduce the Western technique
with the help of interpreters and scholars. The use of Prussian blue by Gennai Hiraga and the painters of the
Akita-ranga school indicates a connection to the Western world. However, the recipes for oil media contained
additives such as red pepper, camphor, and leaves of Shikimi (Illicium anisatum), that were unfamiliar with
the Western techniques. It is also remarkable that the technique of coating oil or resin over glue paintings is
common in Urushi lacquerware. This article outlines the possibility that the architectural Urushi technique

might connect the oil painting technique from the early to the late Edo period.

Key words: Early Western-style paintings, Late Edo period Western-style paintings, painting materials, Namban

art, oil paintings, tempera paintings

56



M2 [AYE] B [=EAR (FE)]

LA HRRAT T R T LA R ﬁbﬁjﬂ‘ﬁ/ W .
FORE N Y R (H R 28 AT s PR AR ) FOtENL Y R (TH R ZRAT T % P PR )
Image: TNM Image Archives Image: TNM Image Archives
K4 [Ob—bhDER] 3 [FELHDER]
LA 85 - a4 #hs ik A FANE LI AV v 11V P [ )

H5 [=ZEAR (BE)]
TN AV X T 11 A S e VAL B
(IHRIGZATH R MR E)
Image: TNM Image Archives



®7 NEFEKk [FRERE] (&9)
PR AR S $hzEY By Trsefiz

ZEVF A Y FOEENRRON D, 6 NEME (mEFE] (559)
B i R o e ) SPGB B L

(WAFRY, KIVEHIL)

© Each image must have a credit line, mentioning the museum/palace or department from which it comes, title and author,
the photographer’s name and Direcdo-Geral do Patriménio Cultural / Arquivo de Documentac¢io Fotografica (DGPC/ADF)

®8 [HitER]
TANEL AV 2R DA BN T

®10 [EIJSVYRI - YEIIVE]
TLERERY A ME A bR A HE
ol T 7 i

B9 [#HitEEl (FE H59)
“Sacam. Tacobus” & & %,
HHUR



12, 13 [FRAEXEREE] 11 [FERE [RU7+HEXER]

AN A T k=g A3 A K s 2E S AL A2 & SR ahk
A G WL A < TR, [HHERAMIEEIR T — 7 4 7] it
16 [FEFRHER] 14 [FEFLERE]
S2ili ) ORE D FFRBL (FHE % 2T TM & B e ) LHIEG MM & O asak

Yt T i Yt 1 B



17 TEFLZER] (BR7) (L5 ofbLiEeR) 16 [EFkiER] (889)
N= )V DRI FA O CTEYIED & 2 il BHIE WEITLDEH M T XTI
DEIRLDOPELNT VD, WHDT 7 AF 2 2 SCA LR
TORME IR S,
P 2R SCAL AR

E18 [FEE&itEl (89 SHRstsE) -
BEWEDH 5 X—= IV OFGHEL HEHL T b, FREICLHON

T, oK EBLTEY, MAPLEVZ LD DD b,
T A LA

19 [FHZEAX [YU7+AXER]
W RO (Bog R 7.6) W& fiH L7z HoR B ch 5 R
RAMPAON D FHKZEMR, [HHREMRRGRT — 7 4 7] g



21

{ETTEBIL [FRFTEICH1 TR 20 (& FEEA [fEmAR]

ARG MARED LB, AfkE 7V Y v FAWET S A ¥ TP B DR NG FRVA L L Y/EiEY
VTN =L OO E, ERAIZL TV v v

TN =M E N TV B BKHETHAL TR A

®22 FEFLE [ZRAmHER]
LA CRERI) A% AURUEEA R

24 AIFLE [CRABR] (BRIHK) 23 AELE [CRABR] (GEXREHLKX)
ETE T ipNE - FURTEEAN R A2



25 BEREHEE DIFMIERE]
TR (EBIRM—SCLSER) M4 N8, TRRICiheE SO B RS2

26 WIEMSE DIFMIERE] (379 ROAUREATR)
FHIOZANOHEA M E O ERIU AT 5 AW, AKOWHIIZIN
RAODBOHIH B SN L, HPIISUMELZ A L7272, Ehb
Bolzl Ao, FEERMIEIIE > TEV R\ HEEEMT R

28 ®MERZE CTAHEESRE] GRIHEOEEH) 27 HREHE LNIFHEERE]
VLR SN SR | & S0, R CAem & i Rif7e TL AR Al
EEDONDHEEERL T D o BB K U BT



-\
iy oA ‘ W
Bl 30 A#AilATDERIT, 5 LA ORE A
MR B S EHTE D,
RS e A FE 8

32 G L 7E R O W7 o [ )
(PR3 3 ORISR 5 & %
ZHN5)

E 34 BXARR=REEED [SHEBOIA
WES=T
HOG R B

E29 =HREBFOEEFINSDER
(FIBTHEOMFIENT 5 2 5N 5)
TERR OO PSR CE - RIZH 5,
BRI AR 2 928 iR

B 31 ser L 7R B o7 o 5 #
(BT DT\ BB 2 & %
Zohb)

33 BXRR=GAFIEEREERE [AMMETE SREEEs]
2013 4RI HOGk M ERED S BT 2 HFE R S hize
@‘Fjﬂb:?mﬂﬁgfﬁﬁ)hfb‘%o
H G e e flk



A= RN gt AU

s

HARBIEC & 2
Vi)
(FIIGILHE)

AEERIC L B
)
(O JRR 5 HH )

HRRA Y

IS

2 BRFEEOWSICKDIGEDERY TV
T B R






