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Middle to Late Yayoi Period Society in Eastern Kanto Area

KOBAYASHI Seiji, TODOROKI Naoyuki and IKEDA Kazuyuki

This paper considers social changes by examining changes in the number of pit-buildings in the
eastern Kanto region (Tochigi prefecture region and northern Chiba prefecture region) from the
latter half of the middle to the latter half of the late Yayoi period. In both the Tochigi prefecture area
and the northern part of Chiba prefecture, the number of pit buildings which increased in the latter
half of the middle Yayoi period decreased rapidly in the former half and then increased sharply again
in the latter half of the late Yayoi period. In the Tochigi prefecture area, only a dozen or so pit-buildings
were found from the entire period, and the small-scale distributed type, which was the residential
system of the reburial graves building group in the previous stage, was continued. It was considered
that the society had a small population by growing millet and barnyard millet on the plateau with
additional rice cultivation on a small scale. On the other hand, unlike the Tochigi prefecture area, in
the northern area of Chiba prefecture the residential system changed significantly depending on the
period. In the latter half of the middle Yayoi period, a residential system emerged, where people lived
in large moated settlements centred on the Mutsuzaki-Osakidai site. But in the former half of the late
Yayoi period, it changed to a highly homogeneous residential system with little difference between
small villages containing less than 10 pit-buildings. Then, in the latter half of the late Yayoi period,
people and goods gathered to form multiple hub settlements on a large scale and created a difference

from small settlements.

Key words: Eastern Kanto, Number of pit-buildings, Small-scale distributed type of residential system,
Former half of the late Yayoi period, Latter half of the late Yayoi period
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