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Archaeological Site Dynamics and Environmental Changes
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Archaeological Site Dynamics and Environmental Changes in the Late
Yayoi Period in the Northwestern Kanto Region

WAKASA Toru

In the northwestern Kanto region, which is located in the upper reaches of the Tone River, large-
scale agricultural settlements have developed in the lowlands along the Tone River since the middle of
the middle Yayoi period. However, they were dismantled all at once in the former half of the late Yayoi
period, and the group began to live in a decentralized manner on the plateau. This was probably due
to the deterioration of the lowland environment by the heavy rainfall which occurred at the end of the
middle Yayoi period. It is thought that the growth of the chiefs was delayed because of the dispersion
of the group and the disruption of large-scale paddy field management.

After that, at the end of the latter half of the late Yayoi period, the settlements re-entered the
lowlands and began to manage vast paddy fields. There was presumably an improvement of the
environment due to the convergence of heavy rainfall. During this period, groups from Tokai regions
which had been fluidized owing to the previous environmental changes newly immigrated to the
lowlands, and by introducing the agricultural “software” cultivated in the lowlands of the Nobi Plain,
paddy fields were widely extended in the Tone River lowlands.

In the early Kofun period, several double-square burial mounds (zenpo-koho-fun) were built as the
tombs of the chiefs. The double square burial mounds in this area originated from the Tokai region,
but they are larger in the northwestern Kanto than their prototypes in Tokai. This indicates that the
size of the migration was large and that the groups were organized by powerful chiefs. At the end of
the Yayoi period, groups from the Hokuriku and Boso areas also moved northward. It is thought that
such wide-area social reorganization was caused by drastic changes in land use due to environmental
changes and the fluidization of groups, which promoted the formation of a new system in the Kofun

period.

Key words: Increased rainfall, Reorganization of settlements, Mass migration, Lowland development,

Double-square mound
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