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“Iwai Rebellion” as Seen from the History of Japan-Korea Relationships
by Archeology: Form of Negotiations with the Korean Peninsula
in the Central and Northern Kyushu Region

TAKATA Kanta

The “Iwai Rebellion” is a conflict between Yamato (King Keitai) and Northern Kyushu (Tsukushi-
no-Kimi-Iwai) that broke out in AD 527 (some say it was AD 531). Many years of research have
revealed that the situation in East Asia at that time, especially the trends in Japan-Korea relationships,
is deeply related to the outbreak of “rebellion”. Therefore, archaeological investigation on negotiations
with the Korean Peninsula in the central and northern Kyushu regions in the 5-6th centuries and
integration with research results of ancient history will richly clarify the historical significance of the
“Iwai Rebellion”.

As a result of archaeological studies, mainly in the 5th century, two major modes could be
envisioned for negotiations with the Korean Peninsula in the central and northern Kyushu regions. In
other words, it is a mode in which it actively participated in diplomacy led by the Wa kingship and acts
with its intention, and a mode in which a person who is good at foreign activities was placed under the
umbrella to handle continued negotiations with the Korean Peninsula.

Also, in the latter half of the 5th century, a subtle difference was observed in the relationship
between the Genkai Sea coastal area and the Ariake Sea coastal area to the Wa kingship. The latter
seems to have been negotiating in an unprincipled manner with the other regional communities while
having a more direct relationship with the Wa kingship as well as a relatively deep connection with
Baekje and Gaya. On the other hand, it became clear that the former had a high weight of independent
negotiations and a closer connection with Silla.

Then, in the former half of the 6th century, changes were observed in the form of negotiations,
such as the sudden spread of earrings with hanging decorations from the Daegaya to the coast of
the Genkainada sea area. It is interpreted that the chiefs of the central and northern Kyushu regions
became to negotiate with the Korean Peninsula mainly in line with the intention of the Wa kingship.

By combining the above archaeological studies with the trends and background of the “Iwai
Rebellion” which was revealed in ancient history, a considerable degree of consistency can be found.
Therefore, it can be assumed that one of the factors behind the outbreak of the “rebellion” was the
feud between the central and northern Kyushu regions, which are engaged in proactive negotiations

with the Korean Peninsula, and the Wa kingship, which aims to unify the right to foreign negotiations.

Key words: “Iwai rebellion”, Central and northern Kyushu regions, Kofun period, Burial facility and

grave goods, Japan-Korea relationship,
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