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A Proposal of the Pre-Bronze Age of the Yayoi Period :
The Yayoi Period Before the Appearance of Iron Tools

Fuiio Shin’ichiro

The purpose of this paper is to think whether from the initial Yayoi to the latter half Yayoi
consisting of the stone tools and secondary product of a slight bronze tools corresponds in the
Neolithic Yayoi period defined by Hideto Morioka.

‘We have thought that the Yayoi period is in the metal stone combination stage from the time of the
start, and develops to the pre irontool stage and the irontool stage afterwards.

However, in 2004, when it became clear that irontools appeared at the end of the early Yayoi
period, 600 years after wet rice cultivation began, Hideto Morioka thought that from the initial yayoi
to the second half of the early Yayoi, when only stone tools were used, corresponded to the Neolithic
period, and named it the Neolithic Yayoi period.

I think Morioka’s theory is not appropriate for the following reasons. That is, the wet rice
cultivation with the irrigation system done under the selective subsistence industry structure is
not the same as the foxtail millet and millet cultivation in the southern part of the Korean peninsula
Neolithic age done under an comprehensive subsistence structure.

It was the Bronze Age that wet rice cultivation with the irrigation system was carried out under
selective subsistence structures in the southern part of the Korean Peninsula. Since the Bronze Age in
Japan is thought to begin in the middle Yayoi, the initial and early Yayoi period was never considered
the Bronze Age.

Then, what age does the initial and early Yayoi where the bronze tools used secondarily is slightly
accompanied by the stone tools, and rice cultivation is done in the selective subsistence structure
correspond to what age?

In Europe, stone tools and bronze tools were used together at the end of the Neolithic period. Or,
because it is known to be called the copper stone age which means that metallurgy technology is not
known yet, I came to think that the initial and early Yayoi corresponded to the pre bronze tools stage.

Wet Rice cultivation in Japan began in northern Kyushu, adjacent to the southern part of the
Korean Peninsula, which belonged to the Liaoning bronze tools culture. We can see a number of
archaeological evidence showing that there were people who worshiped bronze tools in the coastal

area of the Genkai Sea, where the Liaoning bronze sword had not yet been found.
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Therefore, the Yayoi period began as an pre bronze tools stage in northern Kyushu, adjacent to the
southern part of the Korean Peninsula, which belonged to the Liaoning bronze tools cultural sphere.
And it was thought that it shifted to the pre iron tools stage at the end of the early Yayoi and the iron
tools stage in the latter half of the middle Yayoi period.

Key words: Neolithic Yayoi period, early Bronze tools Yayoi period, Iron tools Yayoi period,

comprehensive subsistence structure, selective subsistence structure.
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