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Characteristics of Regional Domination in the Northern Part of
the Ancient Dewa Province: Ancient Fortification and “Fence” as
a Regional Control Base

ITO Takeshi

In the northern part of The Dewa Province, in the 8th century, the Ancient Japanese state installed
ancient fortification such as The Dewa Fort, Akita fortress, and Okachi fortress, and after the 9th cen-
tury, the ancient fortification was used as a base for wide-area regional control. In the Akita fortress
ruins and the Hotta fortress ruins which are ancient fortification ruins, the fact that the fortification
was a regional control base which had the function such as the trade, the commodity accumulation
management, the production, the residence, the religion, and the ritual, etc. in addition to the admin-
istration, the military, and the morning tribute pay function was grasped. In particular, it is pointed out
that it functioned as a base for the development of the surrounding area with the fortress production
facility which operates continuously as a regional feature of the ancient fortification in the northern
part of The Dewa Province.

In the second half of the 10th century, the Dewa Province Northern fortification lost its actual con-
dition and function as a regional control base. As the rule-of-law state system comes to an end, a new
system of control by Kiyohara clan as a local ruler family, is established, and a new “fence” emerges
as a new regional control base. And, the commonality with the northern ancient fortification in The
Dewa Province is admitted in the actual function of the fence including the Otoriiyama ruins.

The change from the rule—of-law state system to the dynasty state system, and in the 11th century
and beyond, land development under the manor public system was under way, and the northern part
of Dewa Province was ancient fortification installation area, and the area without manor was installed.
Kiyohara clan, who is considered to be a self-proclaimed official of the Government Office, is believed
to have inherited the complex and intensive regional control system of the ancient fortification and its
characteristic functions as a development base, and became a major development lord with originality
in the Yokote Basin, which is a directly controlled area, using the “fence” as a regional control base.

Kiyohara clan who grew up as a great development lord in the northern part of The Country, and
showed off his military and economic power in thellth century, is believed to have had the regional
characteristics of the northern part of the Dewa Province as well as a characteristic regional system

that was handed down from the ancient fortification to the “fence”.

Key words : The northern ancient fortification in The Dewa Province, Regional Control Base, Region-
al Development Base, Kiyohara clan Lord of The Great Development, From Ancient fortification to

“fence”
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