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The Transformation of Eighth-Ninth Century Settlements in Fukuoka
City (Abstract)

SAKAUE Yasutoshi

Ancient settlement in Kinai, the Togoku,and northern Kyushu followed different paths of
development following a period of stability in the eighth century. In contrast to the Kinai area, where
settlements became unstable in the ninth century, and the Togoku, where they declined in the tenth,
those in northern Kyushu declined in the early ninth century. However, the cause of this decline and
instability is not clear. The only way to find out the background of the decline and disappearance of the
settlements is to restore the landscape of each archaeological site.

This paper is based on an exhaustive survey of excavation reports published by the Fukuoka City
Board of Education. I was able to confirm that during the eighth century a dense group of settlements
was built on the low terraces on the left bank of the Mikasa River, which runs through the center of
the Fukuoka Plain. Next, I traced the development of paddy fields and settlements on the low wetlands
and slightly elevated areas of both the left and right banks of the Mikasa River. I found that extensive
burial of paddy fields as a result of the great floods that occurred from the end of the eighth century to
the beginning of the ninth destroyed the production base of local residents, causing the settlements to
disappear.

On the right bank of the Mikasa River existed an estate that was founded in the Enryaku year-
period (782-806) and originally belonged to Kanzeonji Temple. The estate was later converted to an
imperial landholding (chokushiden), probably because it was buried by the floods and turned into
wasteland. Paddy fields here were buried in thick sand by the floods, and redevelopment was not
easy. It can be seen in written records that even during the Jogan year-period (859-877), this area’s
landscape was dotted with newly developed paddy fields and redeveloped fields.

In this way, It can be shown through a combination of archaeological excavations and historical
documents that the major reason for the decline of ancient settlements in the central part of Fukuoka
City was flood damage; the difficulty people faced in restoring the settlements can also be seen in

relevant historical documents.

Key words: Ancient settlements, floods, Fukuoka Plain, Jori system (system of land subdivision in

ancient Japan), Chokushiden (rice fields belonging to the imperial family)

112



