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The Genealogy and Revolution of the Latest Stages Tombs
(Emishi-style)

YAGI Mitsunori

This paper is a reexamination of the Latest Stages Tombs (Emishi-style), whose construction dates
back to the 6th century—10th century period and is spread over the expanse from northern Tohoku
to central Hokkaido. These tombs have been evaluated along the following three themes:

The first theme discussed in this study is the genealogy of the Latest Stages tombs. The
Hachinohe area of Aomori Prefecture is lined with several hole-type Latest Stages tombs. These tombs
consist of overhangs whose architectural design seems to have been replicated from pit dwellings
consisting of horizontal stone chambers and furnaces that either sport no smoke flues or very short
ones. It is believed that their genealogy can be traced back to the Joso region (Ibaraki and Chiba
Prefecture) because their design, together with the dug holes on their sidewalls, seems to have been
highly inspired from the Kanto-style tombs. The structure of long gravel laid horizontally across the
opening of a furnace was adopted in the Isawa area of Iwate prefecture from the southern part of the
Fukushima prefecture. The style of the hole is said to have evolved from the traditional hole-shaped
graves and broadly influenced by the kofun culture of extended burial and tumulus. This influence is
evident in the architectural style of the western Kanto region in the stone compartment, together with
its riverside stones.

Although the culture of the Kanto provinces significantly influenced the establishment of the
Ezo society in the areas north of northern Tohoku, there were few Kanto-style Haji potteries, which
implies that not many people migrated from Kanto to this region.

The second theme involves a historical transition. As the number of large-scale clustered tumuli
began plummeting since the latter half of the 8th century, the design of the Latest Stages tombs was
changed to a style that no longer entailed its main part (i.e., the burial mound surrounded by a ditch
or tombs encircled by a groove). Moreover, people began abandoning the idea of a communal burial
area and started setting up a separate burial ground for each village or family. This transition stems
from a reduction in the total number of pit dwellings in the latter half of the 8th century, which was a
period of enormous change in the local communities.

The third theme is the author’s recognition that the clustered tumuli in the southernmost part of

the Iwate prefecture as well as the northernmost part of Miyagi prefecture (i.e., the area comprising

177



Bulletin of the National Museum of Japanese History
Vol. 232 March 2022

five counties, including Kurihara) are different from the stone compartment-style Latest Stages tombs
in the Kitakami Basin. Regarding the construction of cluster of small mounded tombs, we can assume
that the local residents took up occupational roles such as that of the local magistrate and adopted the
funeral system of the clustered tumuli. They also assimilated with the immigration of the Kinohe (i.e.,
migrants from the Kanto and Hokuriku regions who were forced to work for the government), the
construction of the castle fences, and the Thirty-Eight Years’ War.

In conclusion, this studied the Latest Stages tombs to evaluate the formation and evolution of the
Emishi society and its internalization of external cultural influences in the northern end of central

Mutsu.

Key words: Emishi (l#5%) society, Tohoku Region, the Latest Stages tombs, Burial Mound surrounded
by a ditch, Cluster of small Mounded Tombs
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