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Settlement Dynamics and its Background from the Late 8th to 10th
Centuries in the Miyakonojo Basin: Mainly on Archeological Sites
along the Yokoichi River
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Settlement Dynamics and its Background from the Late 8th to 10th
Centuries in the Miyakonojo Basin: Mainly on Archeological Sites
along the Yokoichi River

KUWAHATA Mitsuhiro

Three issues related to the appearance and dynamics of ancient settlements in the Miyakonojo
Basin were presented. The typology of the settlements in the Yokoichi River basin were estimated
and their character. In addition, the background was considered by comparison with other sites in
the basin. As for the phenomenon that the settlement which was not clear in the first half of the 8th
century appears suddenly in the second half of the 8th century in the Miyakonojo Basin, various
principles of the Ritsuryo come to be applied to various parts of southern Kyushu with the dissolution
of the measures for Hayato of the Ritsuryo government after the second half of the 8th century. It
pointed out the possibility that so-called reclamation settlement began to be formed. In the middle
of the 9th century and the first half of the 10th century, when the number of sites increased, several
types of settlements coexisted. In addition to the so-called government-related ruins, there are also
ruins of the local influential person’s mansion.

Although it is not a place where the county is located, development by the wealthy layer which is
assumed to connect with provincial governors), officials of Dazaifu (local government office in the
Kyushu region), the Inguoushinke (a general term for imperial families and nobles who gathered
strength by approaching the Emperor’s power), etc. progresses in the Miyakonojo Basin where the
center area of the vast county occupies the center area of various counties, and there is an all-over-
japan mass land that can be developed, and the development of the It is presumed that the movement
responsible for the distribution route of goods was activated, and the settlement formation became
remarkable, and the settlement formation was carried out continuously while each settlement
appeared and disappeared, and the change was repeated. It can be pointed out that it was also a major
consumption area in addition to occupying an important position as a place to form the junction of
transportation in the inland part of southern Kyushu as a characteristic of the Miyakonojo Basin,
which is taken care of from the existence of rare ceramics such as trade ceramics and domestic
glazed pottery. As for the phenomenon that settlements that continued until the first half of the 10th
century decline and abolition in the second half of the 10th century, and the overall number of ruins
decreases, in addition to the possibility of unstable climate, such as dryness and global warming, and

summer precipitation with a wide range of fluctuations, It should be considered the liquidity and the
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weakness of the settler of the settlement formation in the period. At that time, many of the groups
that had advanced to the Miyakonojo Basin, where there was a lot of room for development, were not
expected to be able to carry out independent and stable management, and there were problems with
agricultural technology levels at that time. It can also be assumed that there was a social situation in
which sufficient response to changes in the natural environment, such as the intensifying floods, was

not sufficient.

Key words: Ancient, Hyuga County, Miyakonojo Basin, Settlement Type, Settlement Dynamics
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