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Koehito had a close relationship with the settlers from Kudara, unlike the Hayato. From the suffix “be” (), we
can hypothesize that the word was a name associated with the official duties performed by those who served the
Yamato Kingdom. Therefore, we can presume that the word has some connection with the so-called kifosei (i.e.
the system of government officials).

Although it is difficult to determine the pronunciation of Koehito, it seems that their duties were phased out
with the formation of the Japanese nation under the ritsuryo legal codes. The common assumption that they were
iin (i.e. barbarians) emerged much later. In this way, the concept of the Koehito is believed to be connected to

how a ritsuryo nation started to perceive others as iz and how this perception subsequently evolved.

Key words: Komahito (! \), Hayato (4£ A\), settlers from Kudara, system of government officials, attitude to
regard others as #jin (barbarians) (38 A)
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The Koehito have been mentioned in the ancient texts Shoku Nihongi, Manyoshu, and Ryonoshuge
as a group sharing similar characteristics as those exhibited by the Hayato. However, there are
various theories regarding the pronunciation and meaning of this word, and there is no consensus
on this subject among the recently published Japanese and historical dictionaries. After analyzing the
history behind the research of the Koehito and pointing out the problems with existing theories, this
paper examines the relevant historical materials and articulates several possibilities.

Existing studies having attempted to interpret Manyoshu state that as per the established theory,
the pronunciation of word “komahito” is actually a distorted version of “kumahito,” adopting the
theory by scholar priest Sengaku who started pronouncing the word as “komahito” instead of
traditional “koehito” in the 13th century. Those studies also state that the Koehito refers to the people
belonging to the Kuma region of the Higo Province, inheriting the Kumaso theory by Togo Yoshida
and Sadakichi Kida. However, within the purview of historical research, there is no contemporary
theory advocating the Kumaso theory. Koyata Iwahashi who criticized the theory proposed by Yoshida
and Kida insisted that the word referred to the people of Hinokuni and was pronounced “hibito,”
which is also controversial. The Kumaso and the Hinokuni theories are both unconvincing, and it is
necessary to reconsider these conventional approaches assuming that the Chinese character of “ it ”
refers to the name of a place.

The Chinese characters for Koehito (i.e. IR A and J A #5) appear as family names in wooden
tablets, tax books and bokusho on yofu (or ink writings on the fabrics submitted as tax) in the period
ranging from the end of the 7th century to the 8th century. Additionally, there are significant
differences between the Koehito and the Hayato. For instance, there is no mention of Koehito in
articles written as tributes to the imperial palace. Moreover, the word Koehito is a family name in the
wide region outside Southern Kyushu, and the area encompasses the regions of Kinai, Totomi, Echigo
and Hizen. Furthermore, the location of the archaeological site where wooden tablets were excavated

and anecdotes regarding the origin of the name of places in Harima no Kuni Fudoki indicate that the
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