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buildings, and the main facilities of the entire castle were rebuilt.

Key words: Tagajyo, Fire, Suppression Army, rebuilt, paper documents which had used for container

lid with lacquer
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Fire and Reconstruction of Tagajo, And the Suppression Army

YOSHINO Takeshi

The purpose of this paper is to elucidate the actual situation of the fire at Tagajo due to the
rebellion of Emishi in the year Houkill(780), the process of suppressing the rebellion, and the
process of rebuilding Tagajo. Tagajo, surrounded by castle walls, was the political and military base
of the ancient Mutsu Country. Consideration of the excavation historical materials revealed that the
fire of Tagajo was centered on major facilities, such as central government offices and castle gates,
that symbolize the dignity of the nation. I think that the situation was the result of the Emishi fighting
group originally composing of small units, attacking Tagajo with all at once. Also Tagajo at that time
was an uninhabited castle because the leaders and people who defended the castle fled after hearing
the mass uprising of Emishi. Emishi rushed to a high-grade facility in the castle like a mob and
repeatedly looted. And finally an arson was performed.

Next, I presented a new historical interpretation of the process of suppressing this rebellion. After
hearing the report of the rebellion, the Emperor immediately dispatched a force of suppression army
from the capital. However, the suppression did not proceed as expected by the Emperor. The reason
is that the scale and damage of the revolt were larger than expected, such as the fall of Tagajo. Lack of
damage information and lack of preparedness for the suppression army were also added. As a result,
the suppression army arriving in the Mutsu Country were in a severe situation. Military action was
carried out by a strong order of the Emperor, but the outcome of the war was limited to the recovery
of castles and areas lost in the rebellion. In light of this result, I pointed out that there was a large
difference between the suppression army and the Emperor at perceptions of the situation in areas
devastated by the rebellion.

On the other hand, the reconstruction of Tagajo was first started by the suppression army. Next,
I think that Yakamochi Otomo and Matanari Kura, who have been newly appointed as leaders of
Mutsu Country, had advanced a full-scale reconstruction. In addition, I examined the process of
reconstruction based on paper documents, which had used for container lid with lacquer, excavated
at the central government office of the Tagajo ruins. As a result, I think that a temporary central
government office was completed after the first year of Tenou(781). Next, in the first half of the

year Enryaku4(783), I concluded that the central government office, which consisting of full-scale
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