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“Heike Monogatari” and Satsuma-to: Chinese Merchant Ships
and South Kyushu

TANAKA Fumio

In The ancient and medival Japanese history studies, international trade in South Kyushu during
the Heian—-Kamakura period was thought to have been conducted by Japanese merchants who
traded at Hakata s trading port. However, in recent years, archeology has presented some evidence
that The Sung merchants (Chinese merchants) have visited South Kyushu. It is also pointed out
that the Chinese trade ships that visited South Kyushu traded sulfur produced here. Therefore,
this paper examined the “Heike Monogatari” (The tale of the Heike) in the Kamakura period and
the 13th century Satsuma-to ( [% B ¥ ) . “Heike Monogatari’ is a war chronicle between the Taira
clan and Minamoto clan for control of Japan at the end of the 12th century in the Genpei War. In the
“Heike Monogatari”, there is a description of sulfur trade in South Kyushu. The Satsuma-to is a stone
monument of the same period as the “Heike Monogatari”, and is distributed in the northwestern and
southwestern parts of Kyushu. These stone monuments are said to have been brought to Japan from
China. As a result of the analysis, the following points; (1) Among the Sung merchant ships that
visited Hakata during the Heian-Kamakura period, there were ships headed to South Kyushu for trade.
(2) Many of the Sung merchants who traded in Southern Kyushu are considered to be the people
who lived in Japan. (3) Some of Japanese rulers who support the trade activities of Sung merchants
used Chinese trade ships calling at Hakata and Satsuma as cargo carriers for goods and people. It
is probable that the above had the following background. One is that the route connecting Satsuma
and the South Island is incomparably more difficult than the general domestic route, and there was a
need for a ship of a migrant sea merchandiser who was good at ocean voyages. Second, it is believed
that the sulfur-containing South Island trade had been an important concern for trade with Japan for

Chinese merchants as well.

Key words: “Heike Monogatari®, Satsuma-to, Sung merchant, South Kyushu, sulfur
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