RZEERESCREVRE

=4 ==F-rgull

Development of the Historical Destiny Theories on Calendrical Systems of the Han Dynasty
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of revolutions and prophecies detailed in the Book of Han to follow specific aspects that supported
historical destiny theories. We then investigated the effect the theories had on the intellectual world:
in the transformation from the natural calamity theory to the theory based on apocryphal texts at the

end of Former Han, and in the establishment of the study of Weishu in Later Han.

Key words: Weishu, eschatology, Zhuanxu calendar, theory based on apocryphal texts, Wang Mang
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Development of the Historical Destiny Theories on Calendrical Systems
of the Han Dynasty

TAKEDA Tokimasa

We attempted a comprehensive analysis of the historical destiny theories that were popular
during the Han dynasty. We investigated their relationship with calendars based on astronomy and
uncovered their mathematical structures to discover their formation processes. Then, we performed
a multifaceted consideration of its philosophical and social effects and made clear the role the theories
played in intellectual revolution in the Han dynasty.

Theories that focus on the cyclical nature of change started with the idea of Mencius that a sage
would arise every 500 years. During the Qin and Han dynasties, simple cyclical theories developed
into mathematical thought: Fu Sheng’s Shangshu Dazhuan and other writings theorized on the change
of dynasties of “Three Sovereigns and Five Emperors” and “Three Kings and Five Hegemons,” and
they made connections to the “three firstmonths” of the three calendars Xia, Yin, and Zhou and to the
theory of five virtues based on the correlation of the five phases.

Historical destiny theories eventually gained great popularity as eschatology toward the end of the
Former Han dynasty. Their advantage was their mathematical link with the astronomical calendar. For
the cycle of changes, the length of the year used was based on the old quarter-remainder calendar
(the Zhuanxu calendar and the six calendars of Former Han). We attempted a mathematical analysis
of the Zhuanxu calendar, used in Qin and early Han, referencing Divination Based on the Observation
of Five Planets unearthed at Mawangdui Han tombs, and found that the theory of planetary movement
had been developed to a high level. The close assembling of five planets that is said to have occurred
when Gaozu of Han entered Hanzhong had been considered an appropriation of an astronomical event
that happened the following year, but the theory of periodicity described in Divination predicted it.
The Zhuanxu calendar and the six calendars of the Former Han derived from it presented unique
starting dates and chronologies, and these became the mathematical bases for historical destiny
theories. These theories were expanded on in Weishu, and independent calendrical structures and
ancient emperor legends were developed. We attempted to grasp the structures of these calendars
and compared them with old quarter-remainder calendars, including the Santong calendar.

‘What is most of note is the social effect of political changes: from the usurpation of power by Wang

Mang to the restoration of the Han dynasty by Emperor Guangwu. We thus deciphered the record
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