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Basic Study on School Museum in Japan : Towards a Better
Understanding of the Place where School Materials are Located
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Basic Study on School Museum in Japan: Towards a Better Understanding
of the Place where School Materials are Located

MURANO Masakage

A school museum is an institution that exists within a school and, like a general museum, has
several functions such as collect, store, exhibit and publicize cultural properties. However, in recent
years, some problems have arisen in the operation of these museums, and in some cases the intention
of their existence is not fully recognized by the school. The reasons for this are complex, but one of
the main reasons is that, due to the systematic and regular transfer of school teachers, information on
the establishment and role of school museums is not properly passed on to their successors within
each school. Therefore, the purpose of this paper is to investigate the historical background of the
establishment of school museums in Japan and the significance of their existence. After that, the
characteristics of school museums that differ from those of ordinary museums will be clarified. In
conclusion, since school museums play a role not only for school education but also for regional
development and as a device to keep the memory of the region alive, it will be important to create a
mechanism for cooperation among schools, regional organizations, and regional museums for its
appropriate operation. In addition, this paper proposes that we should not be concerned only with
“continuity” as in the case of ordinary museums, but should also emphasize the “readiness” of school
museums, which are established and operate when the need arises, and consider how they should be

managed based on this characteristic.

Key words: School Museum, Collection of Cultural Properties in School, Continuity, Readiness,

Mechanism of Cooperation
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