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Regional Differences in Adapting to Changes in Funeral Rites

SEKIZAWA Mayumi

Great change has been observed in the interest in research of funeral rites, according to the
trend in society at the time: phase I of interest in the meanings of individual rites in funeral rites and
the handling of the soul up to the 1980s, along with their histories; phase II of interest in the share
increase of funerals entrusted to companies and the trend of changes in funeral rites that occurred
in the 1980s and 90s and the accompanying changes in the treatment of corpses; and phase III of the
present day, in which the further changes accompanying the simplification of funeral rites since 2000
is ongoing. This paper examines the change from phase II to phase III, first by getting an overview of
how regions have adapted differently, based on existing surveys. Then, it asks whether the changes
in funeral rites in rural areas is occurring independently of other changes, and it attempts to analyze
this in the relationship of transmission and transition in the religious services by the miyaza (a ritual
organization generally focused upon the shrine of the ujigami, the local tutelary deity) in villages in
the Kinki region based on research examples. The research examples used were Ayado (in Ryuoh
Town, Gamo District, Shiga Prefecture) and Oyagyucho (in Nara City), where burial was practiced
until comparatively late and transition to the use of public crematories finally occurred in the 2000s.
At both, the Kinki region traditions of “double graves” (both burial graves and ritual graves) and
miyaza had been transmitted. In Ayado, Ryuoh Town, the use of san-mai (traditional burial grounds)
ceased due to the use of public crematories, and a new graveyard with gravestones was developed in
2005. The customary practice of having soren shinrui, persons who play the role of relatives only at
funerals, in the village had continued in Ayado, but this also was dissolved in 2016. Further, when the
load on the toya (the one who manages rituals) at Namura Shrine of the ujigami was reduced, it was
observed that the transition to the end of mutual aid led to the reformation of festivals. In Oyagyucho,
the transition from burial to cremation and from funeral services in homes to at funeral halls occurred
from 2000 to the mid-2010s, and around this same time in 2006, the Taiko-odori festival offered to
the toya of the myojin (apparent deity) of the miyaza ceased to be held. From these two examples, as
funeral rites held with the mutual aid of village residents change and are lost, it can be observed that

the cohesion of persons in the villages become laxer also in settings aside from funerals.

Key words: funeral rites, miyaza, mutual aid, soren shinrui, Taiko-odori
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