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Previous Research

Harunart Hideji

Research on ‘Akashi Man’ began in 1931 when Naora Nobuo discovered
a human innominate bone in eroded cliff material from along the Nishiyagi
Coast at Akashi City in Hyogo Prefecture. NaoR4, judging from the fossilized
condition of the bone, thought that it came from the Nishiyagi Formation of
Middle Pleistocene age. This was an extremely important discovery as at that
time it was believed that Japan had not been occupied by humans during the
Pleistocene period. However, many scholars, without even examining the find
itself, proclaimed instead that the bone must be that of a modern human which
had fallen into that formation from a recent cemetary. Unfortunately, the ac-
tual Akashi bone was destroyed by fire during the Second World War.

After the end of the War in 1948 HaseBe Kotondo studied an existing

replica of the Akashi innominate, and estimated that it belonged to the Early
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Pleistocene period. He compared it to Pithecanthropus and Sinanthropus forms
and gave it the name Nipponanthropus akashiensis. He conducted further ex-
cavations that same year along the Nishiyagi Coast but made no new disco-
veries. Additionally, many who participated in the excavation thought that the
Nishiyagi Formation lacked the proper conditions for the preservation and fos-
silization of bone.

In 1982 Enpo Banri and BaBa Hisao conducted further comparisons between
the replica of the Akashi bone and these of Australopithecus to modern Jap-
anese Home sapiens. They concluded that the Akashi bone should be consid-
ered a modern Home sapiens.

However HARUNARI Hideji has since brought up the fact that several other
scholars who had had a chance to examine the real bone besides Naora, in-
cluding Matsumura Akira, an anthropolegist, and Suikama Tokio, a pale-
ontologist, had also concluded that the bone was fossilized.

Therefore, in March of 1985 an investigatory team from the National Muse-
um of Japanese History under the direction of HARUNARI set out to conduct
another excavation on the Nishiyagi Coast. The goal of this investigation was
to examine the geological circumstances from which the Akashi bone was ex-

cavated and to estimate the age of the Nishiyagi Formation.

List of figures

Fig.1 Map showing the location of the 1985 excavation and of the site from
which fossilized bones of Palaeoloxodon and Cervus were recovered.

Fig.2 Overview of the excavation in progress on the Nishiyagi Coast, 1985.

Fig.3 Fossilized elephant bone collected by Kuranasui Ichizo.

Fig. 4 The “stone implements” collected by Naora Nobuo from the Nishiyagi
Formation. (drawn by NaAora, 1954).

Fig.5 The Akashi Innominate. (photographed by KiTaMURA PHOTOGRAPHIC
Stupio, April, 1931).

Fig.6 Onsuima Akiyoshi (left) and Naora Nobuo (right) investigating the
location from which the Akashi innominate bone came. (View is toward

the east). (Photo by Matsumura Akira, July 6, 1931).
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Fig.7 Hasese Kondo comparing a plaster cast of the Akashi innominate with
the innominate of a modern Japanese.

Fig.8 Note written on a screen by Hasese Kotondo in memory of his 1948
excavation of the Nishiyagi Coast and presented to the SAKural family
with whom he lodged there.

Fig.9 Columnar section showing the stratigraphy of the excavation unit
excavated in 1948 by the Special Committee for the Study of the Fossil-
iferous Formation in the Western Suburbs of Akashi, led by HASEBE.

Fig.10 Sketch of the Akashi innominate by SHikama Tokio.

Fig.11 Sketch and photo of a fragment of “the front of a pre-modern human
skull” from the Byobugaura Clay Bed (Early Pleistocene) at Higashi-Ei,
near Nishiyagi. (Drawn by Naora).

Fig.12 Profile sketch of the Byobugaura Cliff drawn by ITmHARA Minoru ez
al. 1960.

Fig.13 Comparison of some important metrical characteristics of various
hominids showing evolutionary change and the relative position of Akashi
Man.

Hominids from the top : Sterkfontain, S. Africa (Australopithecus);
Olduvai Gorge, Tanzania (Homo erectus); Arago, Tautaval, France (dittos);
Neanderthal, Germany (Homo sapiens neanderthalensis); Minatogawa, Oki-
nawa (Homo sapiens ossil); modern Japanese of the Kinai region (Homo
sapiens sapiens); Akashi, Hyogo, Japan (believed by Enpo and BaBA to

be Homo sapiens sapiens).

1. Inclination angle of Vertical Iliac Buttress (VIB).
2. Lateral cant of VIB.

3. Height width index of blade.

4

Constriction of blade.

Fig.14 Geological profile of the site from which the Akashi innominate fossil
was recovered. Based on a sketch by SHIKAMA.

Fig.15 Map showing the probable location from which the Akashi bone was
recovered, as reconstructed by HARUNARI (3¢ labelled arrow from left).

Fig.16 Sketch map of location from which the Akashi bone was recovered, as
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drawn by Naora Nobuo.

(Department of Archaeology, National Museum of Japanese History)
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