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Before and After the Age of ‘Sumiyaki Kogoro ga Koto’ by Yawnacita Kunio,

Particularly Concerned with Steel and Iron Manufacture in Okinawa

Asaoka Kouji

This report attempts to look at how Yanacira Kunio understood the Okinawan
traditional crafts, as shown in his ‘Sumiyaki Kogoro ga Koto’ and ‘Kainan Shokfi’,
written after his travels in Okinawa from the 9th to the 10th years of Taisho (1920~
1921).

In these books, YanaciTA showed that the traditional crafts might have been
introduced to Okinawa from the main islands of Japan, and also ranked the story of
Sumiyaki Kogoro (a charcoal maker named Kogoro) as a legend that mignt have accom-
panied it. So his understanding consisted of the existence of the legend, and itinerant
workers who whould have come {rom the main islands of Japan, and, the techniques
and customs they whould have brought with them, also seemed to have been handed
down from generation to generation in Okinawa.

However, although he stressed that the two areas had many factors in common,
his understanding of the subject was not based on factual Okinawan history.

From the time of the Ryukyu Dynasty, there had been in Naha, the largest city
on the island of Okinawa proper, an organization of blacksmiths, the so-called Mind-
kari Kanja, and it was engaged in making new hoe-blades for all the villages on the
island.

However, outside Naha each hamlet had its own smithy, and a blacksmith selected
from among the peasants worked at repairing broken tools, especially hoes. This
system had come about because of a policy called ‘Haneji-Shioki’.

Thus for a long time there were two systems—the production of new tools in the
city, and the repair of broken articles in the hamlets — existing side by side.

In the Sakishima Islands, no cities nor towns were established and there were no
private blacksmiths for making new hoe-blades, but the local authorities organized
laborers to make metal implements and meet the demand for agricultural tools.

In 1768, the policy known as ‘Yoseyama Oyakata Kujicho’ brought this system to
a stop in the Yaeyama area; it may be supposed that this had a crucial effect on

the supply of new tools in the islands.
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The situation was not resolved until the Meiji period, when itinerant blacksmiths
from the northern part of Okinawa Islands, called ‘Yanbaru Kanjah’, arrived at Shika
on the Ishigaki islands and began to work around the island villages.

The traditional blacksmith whom Yanacita observed and recorded in ‘Sumiyaki
Kogoro ga Koto’, perhaps after listening to accounts by the natives, was this kind of
craftsman, who put in an appearance during the period of constitutional upheaval
when Okinawa was brought into modern society; he did not represent a traditional

itinerant worker.

410



