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The Physical Character of the Pig in the Yayoi Period
Nisuimoto Toyohiro

The author first explains the points to note in the phenomena of the domestication of
the pig in the Yayol period, then examines their physical character, centering on the
measurements of the first cervical vertebrae and of the third molar of the upper jaw.
With the shape of the first cervical vertebrae, the anthor show that the wild boar and the
pig can be distinguished according to the materials excavated from the Asahi Site. The
upper part of the first cervical vertebrae is high in the wild boar, and low in the pig.
Referring to the measurements of wild boars of the Jomon period and of the present, it
was deduced that those in which the height of the first cervical vertebrae was more than
58% of the length were wild boars, and those in which the height was less than 58% of
the length were pigs. The reason for this may be as follows: Since pigs were given
their food, their neck muscles developed less than wild boars, and thus their neck bones
also developed less well. According to this standard, among the genus of Sus at the
Asahi Site, 15% were boars and 85% pigs.

Next, an examination of the third molar of the upper jaw made it clear that the tooth
of the sus in the Yayoi period was smaller than that of the Jomon period. The degree
of reduction was great even in comparison with the degree of reduction in wild boars
seen after the Jomon period. Not only the islanding phenomena, including climatic
change, increase in human population and pressure from hunting, but also the influence
of domestication, is thought to have been a large factor in the reduction in size of the
tooth. As for other parts of the body, the author uses the materials of SHmocoori-
KuwANAE to explain that the cranium of the pig became higher. The author further
explains that the angle made by the extension of the copula and the bottom part of the

mandible was larger in pigs than in wild boars.
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