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Pattern Analysis of Heterogeneous-Marriage Stories

——From a Comparison between Japan and Korea——
Kawamor1 Hiroshi

This paper aims to put in order the patterns of heterogeneous-marriage stories seen
from a comparison of examples from Japan and Korea, and to provide a foothold for the
examination of Japanese heterogeneous-marriage stories in the wider perspective of Eastern
Asia. In the classification of the patterns, the first criterion was whether a marriage
between a human being and a non-human was established or not. Then, the author
classified the samples into “stories of non-human husbands” and “stories of non-human
wives”, and described the various patterns. In most stories in which a marriage is
established, the non-human is transformed into a human being. In Japan, this pattern
is not found so much, except in the story pattern of the “Pond-Snail Son”. In Korea,
rather many stories of this pattern are handed down, as both “stories of non-human
husbands” and “stories of non-human wives”. On the other hand, the majority of
Japanese heterogeneous-marriage stories are of the pattern in which a marriage is not
established between a human man or woman and a non-human. In Japanese stories of
non-human husbands, very many tales are handed down relating to the “Monkey Husband”
or the “Snake Husband, who demanded water”, in which the human woman kills a non-
human man by some stratagem, and thus dissolves their marriage. It seems that this
type of tale is not found in Korea. In Japanese stories of non-human wives, the pattern
of such stories as the “Crane Wife” and the “Snake Wife” was extensively handed down,
in which the marriage is dissolved because the natural shape of the non-human wife is
revealed. This pattern also exists in Korea, but is not so conspicuous as in Japan. In
Korea, even in the pattern in which a marriage is not established, there are many stories
in which a child of extraordinary talent is born as a result of temporary relations
between a human being and a non-human. However, when making a comparison between
the stories of the two countries, we should bear in mind the fact that Japanese collec-
tions of folk narratives clearly distinguish folktales from legends ; as opposed to the
“Collection of Orally Transmitted Korean Literature”, which includes both folktales and
legends together. The patterns laid out in this paper should provide a foundation for
the analysis of individual story patterns, and is also a fundamental work for the “reading

of culture through folk narratives”.
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