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A Study on Technique in the Fishing Activities

UDA Shuhei

There are many results about the fishing technique in the past research. But, most of these
researches are the restoration and record of the fishing activities. By the past research, there
is no thesis that explained the meaning of the technique and skill in the subsistence activities,
and relations between a fisherman and the nature in the process of the technological develop-
ment. So, in this paper, the author described the technique and skill in the subsistence activi-
ties. Describes are Dthe summarization of the meaning of the technique and the skill on ar-
gument in philosophy, folklore and anthropology. @the explication of the elements of the sub-
sistence activities, such as “Individual ability” “fishing means” “fishing target” ®the mean-
ing of the old and new fishing technique in the fishing activities, and the relations with the
fisherman and the nature.

It knows the next thing about the technology and the skill. Namely, technique is objective
knowledge and ability that fishing means is manipulated. Skill is individual knowledge and
ability whom its gets through the experience.

As for the technique, it is based on the objective and systematic knowledge. Therefore,
technique can be transmitted by using the language and those expression forms to other peo-
ple. The contents of the technique can become satisfactory more by sharing knowledge. The
other side, skill is the knowledge that gets it through the experience for many years. This is
very individual and sensuous, called “KAN" “KOTSU". Therefore, skill can’t be transmitted
to other people by the expression form such as a language. An individual experience and an
effort, such as training of knowledge and ability, are necessary for the improvement of the
skill.

The meaning of the old and new technique is different, too. The old technique is the act
which it uses of a fisherman’s body and a tool as a physical extension. Before, the difference
in individual ability was shown as a difference in catch of fish. On one side, new technique is
the act which a machine and a device, such as GPS (global positioning system) and a fish-

finder, are used for.
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In the process of the technological development, relations between a fisherman and the
nature are changed. But, fishermen get the new form of knowledge about the new technology,

and show personal ability.
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