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Folklore as “Discussion of Alternative Technology in Life Style”
Urban Folklore, Administration and Relief——

KoBavasur Tadao

Since the arrival of the Modern Age, the urban environment has created a new
folklore. Let us provisionally call it the “handing down of the urban life style”;
examples can be seen in the “Wari-ike (Wari-ido) and “Tainai-kuguri” of Kanazawa.
Urban folklore encounters problems in that the parent body of tradition is independent,
which is different from the mura (village) society, because of the frequent moves by
urban residents, and the ups and downs of businesses; consequently, folklore phe-
nomena, such as annual events, popular beliefs, super-stitions, etc., have developed
individually. Therefore, if the city is an economic battlefield steeped in the logic of the
marketplace, it becomes important to obtain information and gossip earlier than others.

Since the 1970s, E. F. Shumach’s “Alternative Technology”, which cannot be under
stood through modern mammoth technology has ruled the concept in Europe. Applying
this to urban folklore, we maybe able to grope for unigue life style (life technology)
in local towns.

A mere town-revitalization campaign has problems. For example, in a campaign to
restore town names lost through the rationalization of life style, there is a problem
if the attitude to study the the town names scientifically is lacking. Urban folklore
may have a part to play in the sense of searching for changes in folklore customs.

Recent newspaper articles report on infanticides, children who refuse to go to school,
violence in the home, etc. As family incidents occurring in cities and suburban farming
villages. Many of these incidents are caused by troubles related to super-stitions or
newly-established religious cults. Furthermore, the popular tendency among the aged
to wish for a “sudden death” should be seen against the background of confusion with
regard to the mammoth technological society, mental destrutction of weak people who
cannot resist the pressures of society, or the collapse of the communal society.

It is doubtful how useful today’s folklore is as a study of administration and relief
as intended by YaNAGITA Kunio. The more artificial a city becomes, the more people
search for a natural environment and rhythm of life. Folklore should always answer

such social demands.
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