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“Folk” and “Performing Arts”
Hasummoro Hiroyuki

I aim to re-examine the relationship between “folk” and “performing arts”, which
have been discussed in various ways, and to seek undiscovered possibilities regarding
the ways to describe so-called “folk performing arts”. In order to present a fixed inter-
pretation of this question, I wish to examine how studies on folk performing arts have
understood the relationship between “folk” and “performing arts”, while also being
mindful of the form of the term, “folk performing arts”.

Since the Folk Art Society was established in Showa 2 (1927), ethnological studies,
represented by ORikucHI Shinobu, and esthetic studies, represented by Kopera Yukichi,
have been the main trends in studies on folk performing arts. The former ranked
view regarding “performing arts” as something ordained by “folk”, and tended to
place importance on its religious constraints. The latter, making very little attempt
at a strict examination of the relationship between “folk” and “performing arts”, was
apt to concentrate on the discovery of beauty in the so-called “folk performing arts”.
Such connections in the history of the studies would seem to indicate circumstances in
which the so-called “folk performing arts” is a compound cultural phenomenon.

Is there, then, any possibility to view the two as one? When the essential character
of the so-called “folk performing arts” is sought in the mutually-ordained relationship
between “folk” and “performing arts”, paying particular attention to the process by
which “performing arts” is separated from “folk”, the attempt to make the unique
phase where “folk” and “performing arts” are in contact the subject, is very effective,
even in the description of the so-called “folk performing arts”.

Furthermore, if an excessive interest in “performing arts” can be the greatest oppor-
tunity to separate “performing arts” from “folk”, studies on folk performing arts must
start the attempt to describe the individulal areas that generate the excessive interest
in “performing arts”, because it is such individual areas which must represent the
mutually-ordained relationship between “folk” and “performing arts”. In this way, the
attempt to bring esthetic values excessively to the fore, that is, an attempt to make

“uncommon people” the subject, has become clear.
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