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Yanacira’s “Kyodo Kenkyi”, as a Study of
Social and Economic Problems

Fujit Takashi

This paper elucidates what were the main subjects handed by the journal “Kyédo
Kenkyi (Studies of native lands), and by what methods the subjects were analyzed.
The “Kyédo Kenkyu”’ was a monthly review issued from 1913 to 1917, which Yana-
GITA Kunio used as a base for collecting folk tales and publishing his theses. In reply
to a question posed by MiNnakaTA Kumagusu, he defined the periodical as a “journal
of life in farming villages”. Then, what did a “journal of life in farming villages”
mean ? According to YANAGITA, his paper entitled “Study on Psychic Mediums” was a
concrete example of the “journal of life in farming villages”.

In the opinion of the author, the main theme of his “Study on Psychic Mediums” lay
in the examination of the problem of discrimination which was seen in farming
villages everywhere. Mediums, who performed necromancy with the dead, were looked
down upon by village people. However, tracing their historical lineage, YANAGITA
argued that mediums had been the children of gods in “the native belief”, and reli-
gionists looked up to by village people, but came to be discriminated against as“the
native belief” “went to ruin”. The cause of the discrimination lay with the discrimi-
nators, and so, in order to eliminate discrimination, the whole nation should “realize

”» &

for themselves” “the native belief”.

He came to this opinion by a methodology called “comparative study”. The methodology
came as epistemology from “jikken (actual experiencce)” and “déojo (sympathy)” and
was a method of understanding he built up based on the Japanese poems that he had
studied since he was a boy, and the West-European literature he had studied earnestly
since he was a student. Another methodology was the method of logical construction
or the inductive method. It was a method to try to discover “rules” by the “comparison”
of many folk tales.

Making full use of these methodologies, YanaciTrA searched for causes from which
the problem of discrimination arose. In his opinion, elimination of the problem of
discrimination had to be a subject tackled by the whole nation. In other words, discrim-
ination could not have been eliminated simply by the prohibition of necromancy by
police power; a full understanding of the history of mediums on the part of the discrim-

inators was essential.
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