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Structural Theory on the Acceptance of Culture
from the Viewpoint of Regionality
——A Methodological Study on

“Regional Variation and Regionality” of Folk Customs
IwamoTo Michiya

This paper is a methodological study on “regional variation and regionality of folk
customs”, in which the author aims to construct a new interpretative model from the
viewpoint of the structure of the acceptance of culture. To present this subject, the
author considered it necessary to put in order the several lines of research (anthropo-
logical regionality, geographical regionality, and historical regionality), state clearly that
this confusion in the concept of “regionality” has hindered research, and to start with
the study of “regional variation”, which has no margin for confused interpretation.
Concerning the proposition as to what regional variation is, and what causes regional
variation, the author makes it clear that functional research has developed since the
1970s (individual analysis method and regional ethnology), as a reaction to and total
denial of Yanacita Kunio’s ethnology which insists that “regional variation shows a
difference in era”, but that this does not correspond to a total denial; and he presents
the theory of a structure for the acceptance of culture as a new interpretative model,
incorporating the results of the theory of dissemination of the Yanacira school of
ethnology. In this process, in order to rearrange the dissemination theory as the regio-
nality theory, the author re-examines various discussions on historical-geographical
ethnology and the cultural area theory of the past, and refers to the trends and
methods in research (Methods for handling materials) in linguistic geography, cultural
geography, etc.. As a result, he has necessarily come to support the tendency towards
the theory of multi-system evolution (special evolution), which means the adaption to
the natural, social and cultural environments. In other words, the introduction of a
culture should be recognized as a process of reception, adaption, transformation, con-
version, and total reunification of the regional society, and the structural model for the
acceptance of culture as the theory of regionality, should analyze the structure of the
process and its function. Furthermore, through the use of the operating concept of
the levels of socio-cultural integration, the model also becomes a kind of interpretative
model of cultural changes, including within its field of vision the process of moderni-

zation and urbanization.
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