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“Region” in Studies on Folk Performing Arts
Hasumoro Hiroyuki

This paper aims to examine how studies on folk performing arts have understood
“region”. When dealing with the study of regional character in folklore studies in line
with this interest, we come to notice a strange inclination. Studies on folk performing
arts do not rank regional variation and regional character as important subjects from
any context at all. In my opinion, this is because the regional variation of folk
performing arts is fully explained as being a result often brought about by diffusion.
Folk performing arts seem to be an object that is not suitable for the study of regional
character, in other words, it is not easily regulated by regional character.

However, even admitting that diffusion brings regional variation in folk performing
arts, I wonder if the various aspects of folk performing arts can be explained solely
by natural diffusion. Once the historical aspect of folk performing arts is brought into
the field of vision, one cannot neglect the circumstances in which folk performing arts
were brought into the region through organized diffusion. It follows that the regional
phase of folk peforming arts should have been sought, as it were, in the various
aspects of transformation that become apparent in an attempt using the original pattern
of the performing arts as an index.

In this case, “region” is not necessarily limited to an individual folk society. The
“region” should above all else be set variably, based on the character under considera-
tion. This is because where folk performing arts are concerned, a “region” can be consti
tuted by the people’s passion towards the folk performing arts. In fact, a “region”
might have been nothing more than one of the results brought about by the people’s
passion. This viewpoint questions once more “region” based on actual performers and
performances, and it can be an opportunity to change fundamentally the concept that
presuppose the “region”. In addition, if the regional character of folk performing arts
can be obtained from this, I consider that the study of regional character itself should

be critically examined, or re-constructed.
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