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Recognition of “Form” in Archaeology
Fusio Shin’ichird

One of the standards for classification, a basic task in archaeology, is the “form”.
The form can be recognized as the contours of an pottery, or the plane figure of stone
tools. In general, as we have a sensuous image for the shape of, for example, a jar or
a dagger, recognition to this extent is often processed sensuously. However, it is not
easy to explain verbally differences in the shapes of individual pieces belonging to the
group of ‘jars’, and there has been considerable margin for the acceptance of some
subjectivity in this field. Furthermore, since jars have a significant commonness of form
according to the period and area to which they belong, it is necessary to identify type-
categories of significant forms that are not the differences of individual pieces.

In other words, there are two means of recognition of form in archaeology: one is
work to identify the differences between individual pieces, by identifying the difference
in form of each piece; the oter is classification of type-groups by picking out forms
that are temporally and spatially significant.

Conventionally, the identification of differences in individual pieces and the establish-
ment of types, have been carried out mostly through a sensuous method based on
knowledge and experi-ence. Taking the example of earthenware, such differentiation as
“This piece has a round body,” or “That piece has wide shoul-ders,” is not based on
an absolute standard, but often judged by visual appearances. However, the range
covered by “round shape” has also been expressed by figures, by indexing dimensions
on a standard. As for the establishment of types, archaeological materials have in many
cases been classified according to a small number of rapidly-changing attributes chosen
from the many attributes of archaeological materials, and types have been established
based on this classification and graphical knowledge. Recently, however, type-establish-
ment using so-called multivariate analysis, a method of mathematical recognition based
on the correlational relationship of various attributes, is also seen.

With a finger placed firmly on the trends of sensuous and mathematical recognition,
the author of this paper aims to show how form has been recognized and what differ-
ences there are between sensuous recognition and mathematical recognition, through an
examination of actual cases of piece identification and type-establishment, using Yayoi

pottery and bronze implements.
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