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The Chronology of Later Han Mirrors

Oxamura Hidenori

Han mirrors have often been used as a measure to pinpoint historical periods, and
have become point of contact between Chinese and Japanese archaeology. In this paper,
1 attempt, using style methodology based on the analysis of attributes, a detailed type-
classification of the following four types of Later Han mirrors: TLV mirror with four
guardian spirits; animal-belt mirror; relief dragon mirror; and linked-arc mirror. I also
suppose a parallel relationship between the mirror types, establish a systematic chro-
nology of Later Han mirrors, and finally, verify the chronology by comparing it with
that of Han graves in China. On the basis of this chronology, I classify Later Han
mirrors roughly into three periods, and attempt a comprehensive understanding of the

stylistic changes that appeared in the design, inscription, mirror type assemblage, and
spatial distribution.
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