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On Urban Folklore Documentation and Methodology
——From the Production Process of the Folk Research Film,

‘Shichirenku zone Folk Records of Kanazawa city'—
KoBavasur Tadao

The present paper is a study on the manner of urban folklore documentation and
methodology, from an observation of the production process of the folk research film,
‘Shichirenku zone Folk Records of Kanazawa city’, which was undertaken by the Folklore
Research Department of this Museum in 1991.

First of all, I give my own views on what urban folklore documentation and metho-
dology is, which form a premise on how the city has been looked at until now, the
angle of view of the research; here city is defined as a town obliged to undergo the
changes of modernization, a town that has built a living and technical culture in the
pursuit of greater rationality, with a strong sense of fashion brought about by the in-
troduction of Western culture; as YAanxacita Kunio understood it, ‘The city is the win-
dow through which culture is imported.’

Thus I list the major themes in the recording of urban folklore, and give my perso-
nal opinions on how surveys should actually be carried out, what items should be
surveyed and point to note in the field.

In other words, I point out the areas that differ from the way one would consider
the folk society of a farming village; mainly, in the city sensibility has a strong influ-
ence, and there is a demand for ever more up to date information leading to profit.

This paper follows the process of the visual documentation of the present state in
the city of Kanazawa, and indicates the problems arising from the use of film, one of
the more effective forms of expression, in view of the form that folklore documenta-
tion and methodology should take, as seen above.

I then present the completed scenario as the final result, study its effectiveness as
visual folklore and as urban folk documentation and methodology, and make several
observations while also pointing out problems.

All in all, both written documentation and visual documentation are methods of
expression that present problems, and I emphasize that all one can do is to make the

most of the strong points of each method in depicting a record of urban folklore.
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