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The Green-glazed Ware of Omi in the Hejan Period
Takauasur Teruhiko

The green-glazed ware, which was goods of higher grade in the Heian period, was
produced in four districts; Kinai, Tokai, Omi and Boché. In this paper, I re-examine
the production in the Omi district. The major results are as follows.

Other items fired in the green-glazed ware kilns: ash-glazed ware was not produced,
and all that was fired together in the kilns was Sueki ware. Also the production of
green-glazed roof-tiles cannot be ascertained.

Characteristics of the products: the Omi ware can be characterized in two points,
that the green-glazed ware of Omi and Tékai is much the same in terms of technique,
form, and so on; but in comparison with the green-glazed ware of TGkai, the Omi
ware takes on more of the local color, and has a stronger tendency to be coarse.

Models for the shape of the ware: it can be pointed out that the shape of a certain
bowl, which made up the major type of the Omi ware, was copied not from Chinese
ceramics but from metal products. So imitation of metal ware can also be seen in the
green-glazed ware of the 10th century and onwards, and we should not understand
that the style of Japanese ceramics and pottery produced in the Heian period was
solely modelled on Chinese ceramics.

Technical genealogy: techniques of the Om:i ware is clearly different from that of
Kinai, and apart from the structure of the Tsukuriya Kiln it can be understood to be
the technigues of the T6kai. The writer conjectures that the structure of the Tsukuriya
kiln was a result that green-glazed ware potters of Omi picked up the techniques used
for the production of roof-tiles within the Omi district and improved them to a style
suited to the firing of green-glazed ware.

Transition of production: it is almost certain that the production of the Omi ware
started in the first half of the 10th century, and in the second half of the 10th century
the kilns of the three groups recognised today were operated in coexistence and pro-
duced on a relatively large scale.

Circularion of the product: in the areas where Kinai ware got majoity in consumption
of green-glazed ware up to the mid-10th century, the ware dating from after that
time was almost all Omi ware. For this reason, it is evident that Omi played a main
role in the production of green-glazed ware as a replacement for Kinai.

The historical background of Omi in the light of the results given above; while the
local craftsmen in Omi, basically introduced the technique of green-glazed ware from
the Tokai district, the products of Omi took the place in the market of Kinai green-
glazed ware. The production of Omi green-glazed ware can be understood from the
essential elements of Kinai and T6kai, which are neighbor provinces of Omi and made
many products in 9th century. And that suggests the reason why in the first half of

the 10th century the production of green-glazed ware was started in Omi.

348



