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On ‘Hinotsukai’
Fukunara Toshio

Up until now the writer has studied Saino-5, one of the ritual arts, and has ranked
it as one of the series of arts that came into existence in the later Heian Period and
was comprised of Dengaku, O-no-mai, Shishimai, Totsura, Miko-Kagura, Kurade-uma,
Yabusame, Kagura, Bugaku, Mikowatashi, etc. In the festivals of the ancient shrines of
Kyoto and Nara, there are instances where a character named ‘Hinotukai’ participates
in the festival together with those named above.

Preceding research into the Hinotsukai has been confined to the Kasuga Wakamiya
Festival, in which its sanctity has been pointed out. This is because the Hinotsukai,
dressed in a formal black overgown (H6) and long trailing hakama, played a major
part in the offering, and showed no artistic behaviour. This paper deals with the
Hinotsukai participating in the Kasuga Festival, the Kasuga Wakamiya Festival, the
Todaiji Hachimangu Tegaie, the divine services of the Oyamazaki Rikyt Hachimangu,
and the Yamashiro-Uji-Tahara Triple Shrine Festival. The results of a study based
on historical materials and folklore show that what the Hinotsukai in each case share
in common is that a line can be drawn between this and the other artistic, elegant
dancing; and that while it has become more refined, the religious element can be

strongly felt.
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