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The Rise and the Termination of the Production of Green-Glazed
Wares in the Heian Period

TaxanasHl Teruhiko

I have selected the rise and the termination of green-glazed wares’ production in
the Heian period as the subject for examination, and I have sought to consider the
production systems, the process of spread of the production sites, and their historical
background. The process of rise and fall of the production of green-glazed wares is
divided into 6 steps and I identify the three distinct, generally speaking, expansions
of production sites. In this paper, 1 have tried to elaborate the second and third
spreading period of production sites.

Firstly, in the middle of the 9th century which was the second spreading period,
the production sites were expanded within the countries of Yamashiro and Owari, by
introducing the technology of production in these countries. I recognize a slow change
in demand compared with the beginning of the 9th century, and I suppose that the
expansion was caused by an increasing demand which was not ordered only by the
governments. On the other hand, the expansion of production sites in Nagato was
not as great as those in the other districts because of the weak production base in
that district. Also, in the production of green-glazed wares in this period, a common
standard was supposed to be established, under the control of the central government,
though it depended on the producing capacity at these districts. Perhaps, the “kokuga”
(the office of provincial governor) participated in the production regularly.

In the third growth period, new production districts, such as Tanba, Mino, Omi, Sus
and Mikawa, were established over the border of the existing production provinces.
This fact means that in the 10th century, the monopolistic production of green-glazed
wares of the 9th century by three countries, was changed greatly. However, I suppose
that the “kokuga” still participated in the production system. Further, I consider that,
particularly in the beginning of the 10th century, the production system was recon-
structed by the central government, in order to restore the supply system of the
green-glazed wares of the 9th century.

In the first half of the 11th century, the production of green-glazed wares almost
came to an end. Concerning the historical background in this period, I consider that
the factor on the production side was more influential, because demand had not
completely disappeared. The shortage of lead, as a material, would be one of the
factors. However, I conclude that the main cause of the decline could be found in the
change of the production system itself. It means that the conventional production
could not be maintained because of the changes in production system which extended
in the other handicraft manufacturing all over Japan.

The most important characteristic of the green-glazed wares production in Heian

period was that it changed from a monopolistic system in specific factories controlled
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by the central government in the Nara period, to a new production system which
depended on the local production in each area, influenced by the “kokuga”. Moreover,
the production system further changed, showing the germinal stage of the middle ages.
However, the technology didn’t take root in each district. I concluded that it was the

reason why the basis of the system was left as it had been in the ancient style.
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