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Establishment and Functions of “Kido”, A Wooden Gate,
and “Banya”, A Guard House, in Edo City:

Review from the Historical Drawings
HaTtANo Jun

“Kido”, a Wooden Gate, And “Banya”, a Guard House, as Urban Facilities

The systematic constructions of urban facilities, their administration and maintenance
which were observed in castle towns from late 16th to mid 19th century are major
characteristics of urban cities. Wooden gates and trenches were built surrounding
Kamigys (a northern district of Kyoto City) and Shimogyd (a southern district of
Kyoto City) in mid 16th century, the age of civil strife.
Establishment Process of “Kido”, a Wooden Gate and “Banya”, a Guard House in
Historical Documents

The record written by Don Rodorigo who drifted ashore to Japan in 1609 indicated
that there was “kido” (wooden gate) in every town of Edo City for maintenance of
public peace and order. On the other hand, according to other historical documents,
“kidos” in commercial areas were constructed for the first time in 1629 or 1635. The
first mention of the “kido” in the Edo citizens’ bulletin was in 1648. The bulletin stated
that “the gates all over the town” and “the guard house of the town” had been con-
structed. In Reformation of the Kyoho era in mid 18th century, the construction of
fire-lookout-towers was mandated by law. Of these, the towers constructed on a “jishin
banya” (a guard house for watching and patrolling inside Edo City) were called “waku
hinomi”, fire-lookout with a ladder.
“Kido”, a Wooden Gate, and “Banya”, a Guard House, in Historical Drawings

There were three historical drawings on folding screens which described “kido”,
“banya”, or both of them. First, “kidos” drawn on the folding screen entitled “Edo
Meisho-zu” (Drawing of Famous Places), kept by the Idemitsu Museum, were all
located at the boundary of Edo City. Second, the drawing on the folding screen entitled
“Edo-zu” (Picture Map of Edo City) owned by the National Museum of Japanese
History showed both “kidos” located at town-borders on Toérichd Street and “kidos”
systematically constructed on bystreets. Third, the drawing on the folding screen entitled
“Edo-zu” which was produced in mid 18th century and owned by the Urabe Family,
showed the “kido” and “banya” facilitated with fire ladders and “matoi” (firemen’s
equipment indicating their team name). Both the “kido” and “banya” in this drawing
were located at “Nihonbashi Kitazume” (north side of Nihonbashi Bridge).

According to the historical drawings, the “kido” in Edo City, at first, were constructed
as the border of Edo City. Later, more “kidos” were built as the border of towns n
Edo City. The historical process of “kido” construction in Edo City implied that “kidos”

which were originally constructed by merchants had later become public facilities.
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Distribution of “Kidos”, Wooden Gates, in Maps of Edo City

“Edo Hogaku Yasumizu” (Concise Map of Edo City) drawn in 1679 confirmed the
first appearance of “kido” in maps of Edo City. The “kidos” in this map were located
on Toriche Street and Honcho Street. Later, “kidos” in all maps of Edo City were
drawn after the first design in which “kidos” were limitedly drawn on both Téricho
Street and Honcho Street, although there were many other “kidos” built on bystreets
and back streets. Edo Bakufu (Central Government) needed to emphasize “kidos”
located on Toriché Street and Honcho Street, because they wanted people to recognize
them as main streets.
Conclusions

“Kidos” in the early Edo era were constructed at the border of Edo City like “kidos”
in Kyoto City. Later, Edo Bakufu paying attention to the important role of “kido” as
a device for maintaining public peace and order, highly estimated the role value of
“kidos”, and made them public facilities for public safety and fire prevention. Edo
Bakufu also made use of “kidos” for a symbol of their authority. They wanted to
impress their power to delegations from overseas and feudal loads by showing “kidos”
which indicated their systematic governing over Edo City, the capital of Japan. The
emphasized way of drawing of “kidos” on both main streets, Toriché Street and
Honcho Street clearly showed Edo Bakufu’s intentions of appealing their power. Later,
merchants living in Edo City took over responsibility of management and maintenance
of “kidos” and “banyas”. Both “kidos” and “banyas”, then, expanded their functions
including traffic control at night, prevention of disasters by using fire-lookout with a
ladder and fire-fighting equipments, the magisterial works of local town administration
practiced by “machi bugyosho” (magistrate’s office), and the administrative center of
local towns. As a result, both “kidos” and “banyas” had become imporatnt urban

facilities for people.
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