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Red and Blue
——“Oh-no-Mai (King’s Dance)” with a “Modoki (jester)”—

Hasumorto Hiroyuki

“Oh-no-Mai (King’s Dance)” was held before the events such as a “Dengaku
(a specific type of performance including acrobatics)” and also the “Shishimai (lion
dance)” at festivals held in the main big temples and shrines from the end of the Heian
to the Kamakura period. At present, it has spread widely in Japan, but especially to the
Wakasa district where it is transmitted down the generation in 16 places. Generally,
in the “Oh-no-Mai”, a performer wears a red mask with a high nose, “Torikabuto
(headpiece shaped like a bird)” and “Ryoto-Shozoku (long overgarment)” and dances
with a halberd at the former part of the performance and with bare hands as if he
were calming the spirits at the four corners at the latter part. It includes the symbolic
signs of the sword seen in the “Bugaku (Traditional music and dance of the Japanese
imperial court)” and of the drums and flutes which accompany the dance. In this
paper, 1 would like to discuss the “Oh-no-Mai” with a “Modoki (jester)”, in order to
advance our reasoning on this subject.

A few specimens of the “Oh-no-Mai” with a “Modoki” exist. However, this style is
very peculiar because the “Oh-no-Mai” was originally performed by only one dancer.
Moreover we can realize, from a consideration of these examples, that the “Oh-no-Mai”
with a “Modoki” might have made use of the contrast between red and blue. It
suggests that a performer who emphasized blue seemed to played a role of “Modcki”
against one who emphasized red.

On the other hand, some examples which were transferred from those in the “Oh-
no-Mai” also made a contrast between red and blue. The “Oh-no—-Mai” which spread to
various places developed in a way which created a character who emphasized blue and
might have changed into the dance of couples who used the contrast between red and
blue. In such a case, although the performer who emphasized blue does not always
perform in a way or wear a mask or costume which reminds us of a “Modoki”, it
could be included in “Modoki” in a broad sense.

Such persisting style reminds us of “Tsugaimai (pair dance)” in “Bugaku”. In
particular, “Sanju (Sanju-Hajinraku: a type of “Bugaku” with heroic dance)” and
“Kitoku (a type of “Bugaku” with a mask and halberd)” so closely resemble the “Oh-
no-Mai” that as we feel as if they were the original styles of “Oh-no-Mai”. The
possibility that the contrast of red and green (blue) in “Bugaku” was an influence on
the “Oh-no-Mai” of later periods must be very high. In any case, I would like to
conclude that the blue “Oh-no-Mai” was “Modoki” in a broad sense in contrast with
the red “Oh-no-Mai” and was a style of production introduced to stimulate the

theatrical imagination of audience.
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