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Color Environment in Urban Communities before and after 1930

——Modernization of the Sense of Color——
KosavasHl Tadao

In this paper, I have worked on the assumption that we have come to recognize a
change in Japanese feeling for colors in our folk customs between the end of the Meiji
period and the beginning of Showa period. This period of change mainly corresponds
to the appearance of the first modernized urban societies; and behind it, there seems
to be influences introduced from Western culture and knowledge.

For example, in connection with the Japanese awareness of colors in our folk customs,
we can see that one reaction to our awareness of colors is shown in the use of color
names in our linguistic culture, and another is shown in the use of various color
materials in our material culture. I have outlined the basic feeling of awareness and so
raise the question “what is the modernization of feelings?”

Next, I introduce two books: “Living Record of Modern Common People” (ten
volumes) published by San-ichi Shobs and “Modernology” written by Wajiro Kon, as
the reference materials which clearly indicate the colors in urban communities. Then,
from them, I have extracted about 400 items which related to the color terms and
listed them classified under different colors.

As a result, the people’s taste of colors in big cities such as Tokyo and Osaka
changed slightly around 1930. I analyzed about what and how it changed, taking a
selection from each of 5 colors: red, blue, white, black and purple.

In this change, there are, moreover, new tendencies for colors to appear in urban
communities. They are artificial colors such as yellow, green and pink, and color
combinations of red, blue and purple were also to be seen.

A great change might occur in the common people’s awareness of colors because the
ceremonial color responses with 5 colors which were noticeable in towns until the end
of Edo period, were replaced by new responses with 7 colors divided by spectrum of
light in the Meiji and the Taisho periods, which had not been found before.

In this paper, I introduced an empirical survey to show the essence of the change
from the viewpoint of folk customs created by urban communities, and to indicate a

direction for future folk custom study of what to expect next.
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