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Current Status of Research on the Hiraizumi-Yanaginogosho Site

IruMaDA Nobuo

This paper concerns excavation and research of the Hiraizumi-Yanagi Palace Site,
which has been implemented along with construction work on the Kitakami River Reser-
voir and National Highway-4 Bypass. Structural remains and artifacts from this site
have shed light on the lifestyle of Hidehira Fujiwara, the so-called ‘King of the North
Country’, and have generated great interest both inside and outside of academic circles.
In addition, a strong public sentiment favoring preservation and restoration of this site
has appeared. As part of the movement to preserve this site, numerous symposiums
and academic meetings have been held, and research has been proceeding at a fast pace.

Currently, it has been officially decided that the site will be preserved, and the protest
movement has quieted down accordingly. This is thus a good time to begin summarizing
and analyzing the research results to date. Such a task isalso vital for determining
future directions as well. This research is designedas one attempt to contribute to this
effort.

In summarizing and analyzing, there are numerous important aspects of the research
which should be considered. As space here is limited, however, this paper focuses on
the following three major points :

* Residences inside and outside the moat

* The Hiraizumi Structure, the Kara Palace and Muryokoin Temple

* The Shinto guardian deity of the Hiraizumi urban area

81



