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Jisha Bugyo and Shinto Priests of a Shrine Affiliated
with the Tokugawa Family of Shoguns:
Confrontation over the Maintenance of the Buildings
of the Iga Hachiman Shrine in Okazaki

YUASA Takashi

Of the many temples and shrines in Japan in the early seventeenth century, a small number
with close connections to the Tokugawa family were able to build new buildings and
reconstruct old structures by shogunal order, and their complexes soon became quite grand.
The construction orders were part of the campaign to assert the supremacy of the Tokugawa
shogunal family among other forces as the leader of warrior clans in the country. Historians
have for a long time accorded ample attention to the Tashogi shrines dedicated to the first
Shogun Tokugawa Ieyasu at Kunozan hill (Shizuoka prefecture) and Nikko (Tochigi
prefecture) as examples of that campaign. Throughout the early modern period the Toshogii
at the two locations enjoyed generous patronage of the shogunate at the sanctuary of the
Tokugawa family.

The temples and shrines that could boast of close ties with the Tokugawa family during
the Edo period include not only those dedicated directly to the family but some located in the
area covering the eastern Mikawa province (now southern part of Aichi prefecture) and
Totomi province (now part of Shizuoka prefecture) from which the Tokugawa originated,
and in the Nitta-sho area of the K6zoke province (now Gunma prefecture) where the family’
s ancestors had lived prior to their move to Mikawa. How the shogunate patronized these
temples and shrines varied depending on the nature of their relationships. Especially in the
eighteenth century and the following decades, as the financial fortunes of the Tokugawa
declined, the degree of closeness to the Tokugawa Family made a great difference in the
content and degree of shogunal family patronage and assistance.

This paper focuses of the Iga Hachiman Shrine in Okazaki where the deified ancestors
(ujigami) of the Matsudaira and Tokugawa families were enshrined. Ieyasu was born into
the Matsudaira Family, and changed his surname to Tokugawa after he became lord of the
provinces of Mikwa and T6tomi. The paper describes the actual circumstances of shogunal
assistance to the shrine, specifically examining the Iga Hachiman Shrine priests’ request
made in the mid-eighteenth century for shogunal assistance for restoration of buildings that
had deteriorated over the past century since previous major repairs, and the response to the
request on the part of the jisha bugyo (Commissioner of Temples and Shrines) under the
shogunate’s retrenchment policy. It reveals how the priests and the Commissioner, both
belonging to the ruling class, debated over the maintenanece of shrine buildings that were

considered embodiments of shogunal authority vis-a-vis the populace.
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