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Ancestor Worship and Farming Rituals of Hateruma Island, Okinawa

UENO Kazuo

This paper gives an analytical description of the Bon rituals observed on the Hateruma
island, Yaeyama, Okinawa. There are two types of the observance, one held at the village
level centering around the Mushama, and the other on a family basis. The Mushama festival
consists of a masquerade parade led by the visiting god Miruku, the bgjutsu fencing, drum
music, lion dancing, and the ninbucha (nembutsu dancing). The village-level observance also
includes a rite dedicated to the visiting god Angama and another rite called Itashikibara. The
famiy-level Bon observances are structurally common throughout the country, consisting of
welcoming the souls of the ancestors, enteraining them with food and other offerings, and
sending them off on their return to the world of the spirits.

This paper studies the Bon festivals observed on Hateruma Island, focusing on three
points: first, the procedures of both the village and family observances, their differences, and
their relationships; second, the ancestor worship and farming-rite (especially harvest festi-
val) aspects of the Mushama ritual; and, third, the three visiting gods Miruku, Fusamara and
Angama.

The examination of these leads to the following conclusions. First, Hateruma’s village
and family Bon rituals differ in meaning, for the former is dedicated maninly to unrelated
(muen) ancestors and the latter to each family’s orthodox ancestors. Second, village ritual,
containing both the elements of harvest and ancestral festivals, resulted from the harvest
festival Amijiwa having moved into the original ancestral rite Mushama festival. Third,
Hateruma'’s rites for the gods Miruku, Fusamara, and Angama have several features distinc-

tive from many other visiting-god festivals in the Yaeyama area.
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