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Village Hiroba, City Hiroba
IcHIKAWA Hideyuki

Until now, little research has been done on the subject of hiroba (public spaces) in
Japanese villages and cities ; indeed, the very existence of hiroba has been almost
entirely overlooked by scholars. Nonetheless, forms of hiroba, though small in area,
have been a constant feature of the Japanese village and play a vital role in the
functioning of the village community. In cities, there are two main types of hiroba :
small-scale meeting places maintained for gatherings of local residents, and places in
which people of any origin or orientation may gather. Through a consideration of
hiroba in the Izumi region of southern Osaka prefecture, the present study attempts to
elucidate the correlation between the local-community type of hiroba seen in both
villages and cities and the open, general-public variety typical in urban areas.

Within the selected region, typical local-community hiroba can be seen both in the
farming villages of the flat-lands and mountains and in the fishing villages along the
coast. In configuration, all these villages are typical examples of Japanese village
form, demarcated by a clear boundary and displaying a highly centripetal layout. At
the hub of this configuration is the hiroba.

The region studied is also where the go-miyaza, a group presiding over religious
festivals observed by two or more villages, were well developed. Accordingly, the
otabidokoro, temporary lodgings during the festivals, play an important role as
community hiroba.The otabidokoro are normally just vacant areas of land, but
during the festival are filled with throngs of revelers. These sites of religious obser-
vance involving more than one village point to the origins of urban hiroba and even
of cities themselves.

The study also looks at shukuin (lodgings) in the coastal city of Sakai, a typical
urban hiroba. Originally, the shukuin was the otabidokoro for pilgrims to the
Sumiyoshi Shrine. It changed in nature with the passage of time. In ancient times, it
was a place of purity used for seaside ablution ceremonies. Gradually, however, the
ceremony itself became a festive occasion. The rites at the otabidokoro made the spot
a popular gathering place and eventually a permanently bustling hub of activity. This
process represents the typical relationship between hiroba and urban festivals and
religious events.
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