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Mortuary Customs and Belief of Survival after Death
in Monobe-district, Shikoku, Southwestern Japan

KoMATsu Kazuhiko

Death is spoken about in various images. The living have no way to learn directly
about the death experience, and thus must imagine what the experience is like by
observing the death of others. This leads to a variety of images regarding death and
afterlife.

In the Monobe District of Shikoku, southwestern Japan, the image of ’death’ is
constructed in full opposition to that of ’life’, much as ’left’ and ’right’ are seen as
direct opposites. As a result, the symbols of death are considered by taboos that
cannot be carried into daily life.As an example, people who are participating in a
funeral ceremony are considered to be in a special category removed from daily life.

Funeral ceremonies in Monobe center on sending the spirit of the deceased off into
’the other world’ and on the rebirth of the spirit in that world. These concepts are
clearly seen in the customary verbal exchange during which people refuse lodging to
a yamabushi or a mountain priest. This stylized preformance represents the desire of
the deceased’s spirit to remain in this world, and its reluctance to move on to the next.

Monobe funeral beliefs also place a strong stress on the idea of the 'Western
Paradise’. This idea was introduced along with Buddist. However, the older beliefs
in a underground realm of the dead can still be seen in some ceremonies.
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