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The Neolithic Period along the Southeast Coast of China
NISHITANI Masaru

This paper considers middle to late Neolithic developments in the coastal region of South-East
China stretching south from the Yéngtze Delta to the Pearl River Delta, and the inherent dynamic
which produced them.

The time-frame for Kwantung and Fukien Provinces is based on a chronology derived from pot-
tery. In Kwantung’s Pearl River Delta, the mid- to late-Neolithic has been divided into periods 1-V,
while in Fukien's Min River Delta the existing chronology posits a division into periods I-IIL
Periods [-III for the Pearl River Delta correspond roughly to 4000-3500 BC, and period V is
around 2000 BC. For the Min River Delta in Fukien, period is 4000-3000 BC, and period HI is
thought to be around 2000 BC.

Although the characteristics of the Neolithic in both areas prior to 4000 BC are still uncertain,
a comparison reveals that at this stage settlement in both areas was located along upper delta
watercourses, the coast and the islands. Also in periods I-III in the Pearl River Delta, and after
period I in the Min River Delta, the number of sites declined.

Next, during periods I-IIl in the Pearl River Delta, judging from pottery types and gaps in the
distribution of sites, it can be posited that there were two distinct groups of inhabitants. One
group left its traces in that area extending from the upper reaches of the delta down to the mouth
of the Pearl River and the coast, and the other exclusively in the coastal region. It seems likely
that during the middle Neolithic the juxtaposition of these groups facilitated the creation of links
between the two cultures which extended from the hinterland down to the coast. Finally, the unex-
pectedly dense distribution of mid-Neolithic sites is compared to that of the lower reaches of the
Yangtze River. It is thought that developments in the mid- to late-Neolithic along the south-east
coast of China reflect a close connection between geographical factors and the location of archeolo-

gical sites.
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