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The Saemaul Movement and the Campaign

for the Advancement of Farming Villages
CHoI Kil-sung

Post-war Korea’s progress is said to have resulted from President Park Ch’ung-hee’s economic
plan, and also from the Saemau!l movement. In particular the latter movement - hailed as a spiritual
revolution among agricultural communities - is said to have succeeded thanks to the efforts of
President Park, who was an enthusiastic supporter. He himself had come from an agricultural vil-
lage, and had urged the modernization of such communities. He had built a political base among
farmers, and had promulgated a forward-looking peace-time constitution, so his interest in the
Saemaul movement was more than merely perfunctory. To attain an understanding of President
Park’s policy and South Korea's post-war economic development it is essential, I believe, to study
the Saemaul movement. Its nature and origins are still obscure. It has been compared, perhaps su-
perficially, to North Korea’s Ch'onrima movement, and to the revolution carried out by Kemal
Pasha in Turkey, but thus far it has received little analysis. As one who lived through this period,
it seems to me that the Saemaul movement resembled pre-war Japan's Movement to Develop Agri-
cultural Villages. I have been gathering materials for an empirical study of the Saemaul movement,
spurred on by recent claims that it shares similarities with the Movement to Encourage Agricultur-
al Villages which was launched in Korea under Japanese colonial rule. While doing so I discov-
ered that the primary school in which President Park had taught for three years as a young man
was one which had been designated as a unit in the Movemént to Encourage Agricultural Villages.
On paying a visit to the area in which this school was located 1 was informed by elderly people
that Park had led the school’s participation in the movement. I also visited the Yamazaki Archives
in Anjou City to learn more about Yamazaki Nobuyoshi, whom Ugaki Kazushige, then Governor-
General of Korea, had placed in charge of the Movement to Encourage Agricultural Villages. In
this paper, ignoring any hostility to Japan because of the history colonial occupation, I demonstrate
through a combination of objective research and field work that President Park’s Saemaul move-
ment was modelled on the Movement to Encourage Agricultural Villages promoted by Japan in co-

lonial Korea.
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